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Foreword 


Gopabandhu considered education as the foundation of the 
civilization of humankind. He stresses the need for universal free 
primary education. He particularly stresses the education of women 
for the growth of society as well as households.To him, higher 
education should be accessible to everyone and not merely to those 
that can afford it, since ability and talent are not confined to the better- 
off. The resources should be both from the state as well as the wider 
public. For a poor country, buildings for education should be in 
keeping with the resources of the society and its needs. Those who, 
for whatever difficulty, have dropped out of school, should be given 
a year’s training in a wide variety of subjects to train them to become 
useful activists of rural society. Opportunities for suitable 
employment, keeping in view the timings of schools and colleges, 
should be opened to enable students from low-income households to 
earn while learning. For children of Odia-speaking people outside 
Odisha, the people of Odisha should collect funds to help them run 
schools in their mother tongue. He stresses mother tongue as the 
medium of education at not only the primary stage but at all stages, 
while suggesting learning English particularly for higher education. 
Students should be proficient in translating from English to Odia. 
Indeed, Gopabandhu's advocacy is relevant for all linguistic regional 
groups, and for the present as well as the past. 


Nilakantha Rath 


Hon. Fellow, Indian School of Political Economy, Pune. 
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Preface 


Gopabandhu Das, popularly known as Utkalmani, was the 
architect of modern Odisha, a true nationalist, the saviour of the poor 
and the downtrodden, an eminent patriotic poet and a great social 
worker. He was a renowned educational thinker of modern India like 
Gandhiji, Tagore and Sri Aurobindo. His writings illuminated many 
new dimensions of education and he founded Satyabadi School 
modelled on the ancient Gurukul to translate his ideas into reality. 
Gopabandhu's educational thoughts reflect his general philosophical 
ideas. He presented education as a panacea for maladies afflicting 
society. "By education 1 do not mean what is taught at school; 
education is what was imparted in ancient Indian institutions and 
centres of religion.” His educational system was based upon pillars 
of the ancient Indian system fostering universal humanity, self-control, 
non-violence, dedicated and selfless service, patriotism, fearlessness, 
building of character, righteousness and devotion. 


The educational thinking of Gopabandhu was not only 
confined to epistemological theory or fanciful ideas. His ideas were 
rooted in our soil and were reflected in his work. In Puri District 
Education Conference held on the 16th of September 1912, 
Gopabandhu stressed the importance of primary education for the 
development of society and advocated free and compulsory education 
for all. On the basis of the demand of Gokhale and the statement 
given by the then Education Secretary, Mr. Butler, he said, "I shall 
rejoice no less than the Hon'ble Gokhale and his supporters to see 
condition of the things in India in which elementary vernacular 
education could be free and compulsory. The Government of India is 
deeply concerned to bring about such a condition of things.” He also 
wrote an article entitled ‘The Way of Primary Education’ in fifth and 
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sixth issues of The Satyabadi. Gopabandhu contributed a series of 
articles on different aspects of education in The Satyabadi and The 
Samajafom 1916 to1927. The subject matter of his writings covers a 
wide range of issues relating to education and society such as 
‘Education and Peace' (1916) and ‘Education and Administration’ 
(1918). In the same year, two more articles - one on ‘Women's 
Education’ and another on 'Higher Education through Mother Tongue'- 
were published. An article titled ‘Education and Agriculture’ was 
published in January 1920.In 1926, he argued that, not providing 
facilities for receiving education in the mother tongue to children is 
like killing them. Citing an observation made by the philosopher 
Brajendra Nath Seal, he explained how many young men were wasting 
their time and energy only for the lack of opportunities for learning 
through their mother tongue. Another vitally important aspect of his 
idea of education relates to vocational education, which shares deep 
affinities with the concept of Basic Education enunciated by Mahatma 
Gandhi. In the 29th January 1927 issue of The Samaja, he published 
an article ‘Labour and Education', in which he explained how both 
are complementary to and interdependent on each other. Education 
should not be confined to books, which do not endow our students 
with the ability to work for the benefit of society. In his view, education 
and labour should enrich each other. This was practised in the ancient 
Indian education system. In the heyday of Satyabadi School, teachers 
and students were guided by this noble ideal. It reminds me of what 
Gandhiji had once said: "Education should combine the thinking brain 
with the working finger". Gopabandhu sought to demonstrate how 
this ideal could be put to practice. 


When I joined as Gopabandhu Research Chair Professor in KISS 
(Deemed to be University), I began wondering why Gopabandhu 
could not receive the recognition as an educational thinker at the 
national level despite his immense contribution in the field. This 
question became more urgent when I attended an international seminar 
on Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar and his enduring legacy organised by 
Asiatic Society, Kolkata. I was amazed by the research done on 
Vidyasagar. A number of books on his achievements written by 
eminent scholars were brought out by international publishers. I 
thought that selected writings of Gopabandhu on education, literature 
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and social issues translated into English and Hindi would go some 
way towards establishing his reputation as an educationist at national 
and international levels. With this in mind, I selected some of his 
writings on education published in his own journal The Satyabadi 
and the daily newspaper The Samaj during the first and second 
decades of the last century and included in GopabandhuRachanabali. 
The articles were chosen on the basis of their historical importance 
and contemporary relevance. Iam happy to note that Aditya Nayak, 
a promising scholar and serious translator, has gladly undertaken the 
task of translation and completed the work within a short period. I 
express my sincere thanks to him. I am immensely thankful to Mr 
Anil Pradhan, Member-Secretary Sikshasandhan, a reputed 
organisation in field of education and social work, for publishing 
this book.I am deeply indebted to eminent economist and educationist 
Prof. NilakanthaRatha,who is a bearer of tyheSatyabadi legacy,for 
contributing a foreword to this book. I hope, these articles of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das in translation will focus readers' attention on his 
genius and his philosophy of education 


Professor Basanta Kumar Panda 


Project Director, Centre of Excellence for Studies in Classical Odia 

CIIL, Ministry of Education, Government of India 

Formerly Gopabandhu Research Chair Professor, KISS Deemed to 
be University 
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Note on the Author 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das (1877-1928) is one of the major architects 
of modern Odisha. Born in Suando, a village near Puri, to 
Swarnamayee Devi and Daitari Das, he received his education at 
Puri Zilla School, Ravenshaw College and Calcutta University. He 
began his career as the legal advisor to the King of Mayurbhanj, but 
soon gave it up to dedicate himself whole-heartedly to the task of re- 
building Odisha. Deeply influenced by Madhusudan Das (1848-1934), 
the grand old man of Odisha, he devoted his energies to unifying the 
Odia-speaking tracts into a separate province in British India. He 
played an active part in the political sphere through his contributions 
as a member of the Bihar-Odisha Council, where he raised issues 
affecting Odisha, which was oppressed by poverty and vulnerable to 
natural calamities. He was convinced that education would exercise 
a transformative impact on the people of Odisha. Leading a band of 
highly educated and idealistic young men he founded a school at 
Satyabadi near Puri in 1909. A unique experiment with imparting 
instruction to the young in open-air surroundings and bringing about 
a holistic development of their character was conducted here. Inspired 
by Mahatma Gandhi, Gopabandhu threw himself into the freedom 
struggle and was jailed several times. The Samaj, a newspaper which 
he founded, gave journalism in Odisha a new direction and shaped 
modern Odia prose. Imbued with powerful emotions and an intense 
love for the people of his land, his poems have a wide and enduring 
appeal. 
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Education Movement in Utkal 


Time was when parents had to be persuaded to send their children 
to school. In some places, even today, such a situation prevails. But, 
generally speaking, these days, everywhere in Odisha people are found 
to be deeply interested in education. Educated people and those in 
leadership positions in society should take appropriate steps keeping 
this in view. A large number of children are now keen to receive 
education and their guardians are equally keen to send them to 
school.However, many of them are unable to do so. Even newly 
founded schools quickly get overcrowded, not to speak of old and 
established schools. As a result, many new schools are being set up. 
It is a matter of satisfactions that in some places people have started 
realizing the need for education and are making efforts to establish 
new schools. 


During the past few months, schools have been founded in Soroda, 
Khalikot and Aska in Ganjam. Educated persons belonging to these 
areas have taken this initiative with selfless enthusiasm. In a very 
short time, hundreds of students have enrolled themselves at these 
institutions. Efforts are now being made to upgrade the Middle English 
School at Soro in the district of Balasore to a high school. Similarly, 
the Raja of Kanika is taking steps to upgrade the school! in his capital 
to an English high school. Such noble initiatives taken at different 
parts of the country fill one's heart with immense happiness. The 
need for bringing all these local educational initiatives, big and small, 
within the fold of a larger national education movementis being felt. 
It is not enough if students pass out of secondary schools or entrance 
examinations. One should develop a system of education in which 
there would be little difference between what is taught at schools in 
Ganjam and those located in Odisha and how this is taught. Again, 
close attention should be paid to ways of imparting good education 
without incurring great expenditure and of connecting education to 
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health.Methods of improving the quality of technical education should 
also be devised. 


Schools should be managed keeping in view the situation 
prevailing in the country, its deficiencies and the possibilities the 
future opens up for it. 


To fulfil this objective, there is a need for forming an Education 
Society in the Odia-speaking province. Deccan Education Society 
was active in Maharashtra. Fergussion College in Puna has been 
established by this society. Collective initiatives like National 
Education Association in Bengal and Committee for Primary 
Education in other provinces have been undertaken. We need hardly 
saythat these initiatives will achieve rapid progress through collective 
efforts. 


(1915) 
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Language and National Identity 


These days, everyone is keenly interested in establishing the 
national identity of India. Discussions on this theme are published in 
newspapers, lectures on this subject are delivered at meetings, and 
plays, poems and novels explore this question allegorically. Many 
feel utterly pessimistic about India ever achieving a national identity. 
Some turn nostalgically to the past and find in it a source of inspiration. 
Some others repose all their trust only in the future. A few look inward 
and obsessively examine their ancient civilization; some pin their 
hopes on others and base their hopes on the West. 


As a matter of fact, the question of national identity has made 
India face aseriousproblem. There are many provinces in the country 
and each province has diversity of customs and cultural practices 
and is also riven by innumerable conflicts of interest. In a situation 
like this, it is difficult to imagine that the Himalayas and Kumarika 
are in any way connected to each other. In the past, each province in 
India was distinct from the other in so many respects. Communication 
facilities were not easily available. Every province was separated 
from the other through natural boundaries such as forests and rivers. 
In course of time, therefore, the history, literature, language and 
popular culture of each province came to differ from those of the 
other. 


However, Aryan civilization provided a source of unity to all 
these provinces. Aryan sages understood that feelings and the language 
in which these are expressed unite human beings. Human beings may 
differ in terms of their physical appearance and nature or might adapt 
themselves to any climate; but at what point does a human being 
share affinities with another? They can do so only at the level of 
thoughts, feelings, and culture. The Aryans began expanding their 
presence in India. In course of time, differences between Aryans in 
Maharashtra and those in Magadha began to surface. Local cultures 
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drifted away from each other; but Sanskrit and Vedic thoughts 
provided a bedrock of unity in the midst of extraordinary diversity 
and continue to do so. Later, Dravidians came into conflict with 
Aryans. Over time, however, the former accepted the language and 
thoughts of the latter and their civilization. And in the end, Dravidians 
were completely assimilated into the Aryan world. 


Differences separating cultures from each other are slowly 
diminishing. Does this mean that India is moving towards national 
unity? No! On the other hand, in every province, hundreds of new 
forms of self-interest and narrow identities are being created. Facilities 
of communication have improved. People in different provinces are 
interacting with each other closely. Several communities now inhabit 
a single province. People belonging to different races, castes, creeds 
now live in one place. They bring with them their languages, ways of 
feeling, customs and practices, literature and a sense of history, and 
are unwilling to give these up. They are also reluctant to accept the 
culture, literature and language of the province they choose, or have, 
to live in. How then can unity within a province be established? 
Therefore, achieving national unity in India becomes difficult to 
imagine. 

The unity of language, thought and culture has enabled Indian 
civilization to survive in the midst of so much provincial diversity. 
This unity can preserve the identity of provincial cultures. Closer 
scrutiny reveals that language lies at the root of culture and civilization. 
Unity of language ensures unity of thought and feeling and deeply 
unites a civilization. All civilized countries of the world have adopted 
this policy. The United States of America is home to many different 
communities such as the English, the German and the Portuguese. 
The legal systems prevailing in each state is different from that of the 
other. But they have all accepted English as the state language. No 
one can become a citizen of the United States of America until he/ 
she accepts the English language. As a single language has been 
accepted by all states, a feeling of national unity pervades the whole 
country in spite of local differences. 


Now-a-days, every province in India is inhabited by many 
communities. From time to time, other ethnic groups and communities 
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join them. Nowhere does one find the homogeneity that had prevailed 
there earlier. To establish harmony among these heterogeneous groups, 
they must accept the language of that province. If they do so, their 
thoughts and feelings will come to share similarities. They will 
intimately connect with the culture, literature and history of their 
adopted province. They will develop affection for its past and faith 
in its future. However, this goal will never be fulfilled unless people 
speaking one language are brought under a single administration. 


(1915) 
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Problems Facing Education 


Not very long ago, government officials of the education 
department used to encourage people to set up schools. And when 
they found people showing even a little interest, they came forward 
eagerly to help them. But things have now changed. People have 
realized the need for schools and are willing to spend money on 
establishing them. Some want to extend help in other ways. But the 
behaviour of the authorities leads one to suppose that they are 
unwilling to support these initiatives. They want innumerable rules 
and restrictions to be complied with. They insist on all manner of 
requirements: a building of a certain size, windows of a specific 
dimension, handwriting notebooks printed at a particular press without 
which children's handwriting cannot improve, textbooks published 
by a particular company without which, it is claimed, children will 
not be able to memorize texts. They make no effort to take time, 
place and person into account. We live in a poor country and students 
come from poor families. Sometimes, a student's name is struck off 
the rolls if he is unable to pay fees amounting to even two annas. In 
many places, ordinary people have not yet overcome their old 
reservations about modern education and they treat modern schools 
with suspicion. In a situation like this, the actions of the authorities 
just referred to will cause the death of education in our land. Needless 
to say, in spite of the best intentions of the government, people feel 
apprehensive because appropriate steps are not being taken to address 
existing problems. Poverty never presented an obstacle to the 
acquisition of learning in this land. There were teachers who taught 
students without asking for any remuneration. Kings and zamindars 
made arrangements for providing education free of cost to hundreds 
of students and fed and clothed them. These days, if someone 
volunteers to teach at a school for a meagre salary, people raise 
objections for fear that such low remuneration might diminish the 
dignity of education. Even if someone sets up a charitable school, 
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students should be made to pay fees, however small. This is because 
people think that, unless a price is set on education, students will 
lose their respect for it. Gradually, our countrymen came to lose 
sight of the fact that knowledge is a priceless asset. Western 
economic thought has penetrated every sphere of our lives and has 
transformed our ideals and nature. The very thought that somebody 
would be deprived of the opportunity to acquire knowledge on 
account of his poverty grieves one's heart. The moon, the sun and 
fire provide light to the emperor as well as to a poor person. The 
inanimate world is generous towards the poor. But mankind treats 
him without mercy. He is denied the light that can illuminate the 
human heart. Why? Knowledge is no one's private property. 
Whenever great men of the world discovered new knowledge or 
new insights, they ardently strove to share it with everyone, from 
the lowliest to the most privileged person in society. If not giving 
water to a person oppressed by thirst is deemed to be an act of 
cruelty and injustice, should not denial of knowledge to someone 
thirsting for it be considered an even greater sin? What Kalidas 
says inRaghubansha on how kings in India considered it a duty to 
educate their subjects is worth quoting here: 


Prajananabinayadhanatbhakhyanatbharanadapi 
Sa pita pitarastasan kebalanjanmahebatah. 


If such values were not cherished by kings, would Kouchha 
have approached King Raghu to ask for his gurudakshina 
(preceptorial fees)? King Raghu was utterly destitute after having 
performed a yajna; he did not even have plates to eat from. But, 
even under such circumstances, he did not forget that the king is 
responsible for the education of his subjects. He could not therefore 
ignore the request of a poor subject, who sought his help. This is no 
fiction. Even today, if one takes a look at Indian culture, one would 
discover traces of this deep commitment to education. Today, many 
students are desperately seeking opportunities to educate 
themselves. But they are too poor to pay their school fees, buy 
textbooks and to feed and clothe themselves. And they have to meet 
additional expenses, too. How long could they go on fighting poverty 
and deprivation? There comes a time when they are worn-out and 
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they decide to give up. Tears come to one's eyes when one meets 
such miserable broken-hearted students. Do not they belong to this 
country? Everyone has the right to acquire knowledge. No one can 
imagine how much energy is wasted in our land when these students 
are deprived of this basic right. The well-being of our province and 
humanity at large will be ensured if access to education is provided 
toall. 


(1916) 
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Education in Princely States 


Gopala Krishna Gokhale, a great man endowed with 
extraordinary intellect, understood that what India needed most was 
education. Speak of industry, health and co-operation; people will 
never become aware of the importance of these if they have not 
received education. It is not that the government did not understand 
such a simple thing, but it rejected Gokhale's proposal for the spread 
of primary education. While such a proposal was considered not 
implementable in areas governed under direct British rule, it was 
carried into effect in the princely state of Baroda. The kings of some 
other princely states have also realized that development is 
unimaginable if their subjects remain illiterate. Therefore, efforts are 
being made to disseminate education. One is delighted to see how 
Mysore follows the example of Baroda. Primary schools are set up 
and, in some places, libraries are founded to educate ordinary people. 
Special measures have been adopted for the development of the 
depressed castes. Grand initiatives are being undertaken to improve 
industry and agriculture. One can get information about all this if 
one goes through a report on the conference, which was held in great 
pomp and ceremony in Mysore. 


Something similar has now happened in the kingdom of 
Travancore. The information one receives aboutinitiatives taken in 
the field of education here arouses our admiration for this princely 
state. Fifty percent of the children of school-going age are now 
attending school. There is a school within every three square miles. 
In a particular district, all children are attending school. Not even 
one of them is out of it. Even in districts where education has not 
spread widely, thirty percent of the children attend school. India has 
a large number of princely states. The development of India as a 
nation substantially depends on the development of these. If other 
princely states emulate what Baroda, Travancore and Mysore have 
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achieved in the fields of education and industry, the country would 
benefit immensely. It is sometimes more convenient to get things 
done in a smaller state, because here all tasks can be accomplished 
under the direct supervision of the king or his diwan. Since time 
immemorial, the subjects of princely states have looked upon their 
kings as their parents and their supreme rulers. A sense of loyalty has 
seeped into their marrow. They would throw themselves 
spontaneously into any task the king undertakes in order to ensure 
their welfare. The credit goes to the king if the condition of his subjects 
improves and the kingdom stands to gain. | 


(1916) 
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Education and Peace 


Many are of the opinion that the government believes that the 
spread of education is contributing to growing unrest and anarchy in 
the country and, this is why, the government is not in favour of 
spreading education. Such apprehensions are completely baseless. 
Day by day expenditure on education is increasing and more and 
more educational institutions are being established. The response of 
government authorities to people's demand for education is quite 
enthusiastic. However, on occasions, the authorities and people 
misunderstand each other and, given human nature, this is quite 
natural. But such misunderstanding will not last long if simplicity of 
heart, generosity of purpose and sincerity of feeling would govern 
the actions of both the parties. 


The other day, Director, Department of Education, Bengal, Mr. 
Hernellmade the following observation: "Combating anarchy requires 
not fewer schools or less education but a larger number of schools 
and more education”. But the truth is, no country can develop if its 
population does not receive education, and good governance is not 
possible in an undeveloped country. If one takes a look at the convicted 
criminals in any country, one would find that a majority of these are 
uneducated. A man without education is devoid of self-esteem and 
imprisonment means little to people without a sense of self-respect. 
Therefore, an increase in the number of schools will result in a 
decrease in the number of prisons and more schools would mean 
fewer magistrates. It is easier to carry into effect plans relating to the 
growth of industries, improving health facilities and other such 
initiatives aiming at ensuring general good in a society which values 
education than in a superstition-ridden society which has not received 
the benefit of education. Christians believed that knowledge was a 
source of discontent. They said thatmanwas doomed to eternal 
unhappiness becausehe tasted the forbidden fruit of the tree of 
knowledge. However, Christians have taken a leading role in matters 
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relating to the spread of knowledge in the world. We are filled with 
amazement when we think of the astounding changes the Christian 
missionaries have brought about in different parts of world inhabited 
by uncivilized and barbaric people. The human heart is always eager 
to move from darkness towards light and from untruth towards truth. 


"Asatomasadgamaya, tamaso ma jyotirgamaya":this statement 
made by the ancient Vedic sages expresses the boundless aspirations 
of the human heart. In these aspirations human beings find the source 
of vitality and the means of their development. Our world would be 
transformed into an abode of eternal peace if this aspiration could be 
fulfilled over time. Since ancient times, Aryans in India have been 
striving to fulfil this aspiration. An Indian therefore has never lost 
his patience and peace of mind in the midst of misfortunes and 
calamities and deviated from the path of virtue lured by worldly 
attainments. From an Indian's point of view, human life is neither 
narrow nor limited. This life does not come to an end after fifty or 
Sixty years. It continues endlessly and aims at eternity. Unless we see 
life from this generous and broader perspective, we will never be 
able to achieve a distinct sense of our identity and will never 
experience peace of mind, and the doors of liberation will always 
remain closed to us. 


(1916) 
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Students' Health 


A few days ago, University of Calcutta introduced a plan to 
increase the physical strength of its students, but the plan could not 
be carried into effect. A resolution has been passed at the Lieutenant 
Governor's Council to make physical exercises compulsory for 
students in the 12-18 age-group. For this purpose, proper arrangements 
will be made in all schools. Students are growing deficient in physical 
strength. Everyone can see this. But will they acquire physical strength 
only by engaging in exercises? To a large extent, prevailing 
educational policies and pedagogic methods are to be blamed for our 
physical debility. Students have been prescribed many subjects of 
study, which are taught through the medium of a foreign language. 
Furthermore, the examination system is an atrocious one. Students 
are oppressed by unnecessary worries and anxieties and they have to 
waste a lot of time and energy. Furthermore, the condition of many 
students is such that they do not get any food to eat, not to speak of 
nutritious food. Their schools are open at 10 or 11 in the morning 
and close at 4 or § in the afternoon. People of our country suffer from 
acute indigestion because they remain busy at work without taking 
any rest immediately after eating a meal. Moreover, in schools and 
colleges, measures to encourage students to maintain celibacy are 
not taken. In this respect, people living in villages are much better 
off. Those who study in schools and colleges do not practise celibacy 
even if they are made to listen to lots of lectures on bramhacharya. 
Most of the schools and colleges are located in urban areas. In towns, 
students are exposed to myriad temptations. One does not enjoy open 
spaces and free air here. In towns, people lead an unnatural life. With 
all these difficulties still facing students, one cannot expect them to 
become strong and stout taking exercises. 


(1916) 
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Boarding House 


Boarding houses or hostels are not new in India. In the past, 
hundreds of students used to stay with their teachers in major centres 
of education. Even today, one sees this practice continuing. in places 
like Kashi and Nabadwip and in some monasteries in Puri. Hostels 
become essential in schools where students from far-away places 
come to study. Now-a-days, almost every school or college has a 
hostel. Students, if they stay in a hostel, receive the benefit of direct 
supervision of their teachers. Apart from the five hours they spend in 
the classroom, students and teachers rarely find the time to interact 
with each other. Therefore, except teaching textbooks to students, 
teachers cannot play an important role in building their lives. This 
problem can be solved through setting up hostels. Boarding houses 
are being increasingly recognized as an extremely important part of 
schools. But the manner in which these hostels are built and the extent 
to which they are useful to the school are a matter of grave concern. 
A new hostel for Cuttack Training School has been built on the bank 
of river Kathajodi. It is a two-storey building. This new hostel is 
more beautiful and expensive than the school itself. Everything the 
government does follow an unavoidable pattern. Machine-made things 
are cast in a single mould and, while making them, considerations 
relating to place, time and person are ignored. There is absolutely no 
scope for accommodating different tastes and circumstances. It seems 
that the authorities have completely lost sight of the needs of the 
present and the future of the students for whom the hostel is meant. 
Who denies that a pukka house is better than a house with a thatched 
roof or that a two-storey building is better than a one-storey house? 
The light cast by a clay lamp filled with polanga or castor oil is 
certainly less bright than that produced by an electric bulb or gas 
light. Moreover, sleeping on the floor is less comfortable than lying 
down to sleep in a soft bed. But let us consider the circumstances in 
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which most of our students have spent their childhood and under 
which they will lead their lives after they complete their education in 
future. When these students return to their villages during vacations, 
the cosy and comfortable life they spent in their hostels makes them 
look upon their villages with distaste. Would they find the life in their 
villages congenial? Why would one like to sleep on the floor, when 
one gets a luxuriously soft bed to sleep on?The villagers' ways of 
living, customs and habits would now lose all their appeal to them. 
This would lead to a sharp division between the educated and the 
uneducated. That one should interact with ordinary people and feel a 
sense of fraternity with them is a sentiment now expressed only in 
public lectures. How would society and the country benefit if the 
education system is run like a machine taking no notice of the past 
and the future of students? 


We notice that government is increasing its support for 
education, but one wonders if the sphere of education is expanding 
in proportion to the support extended to it. In our country, learned 
authorities on the Vedas and Vedantas lived and studied in huts. Great 
scholars like, Shankar, Aryabhatta, Bhaskar were strangers to pukka 
houses and electricity. Those who have seen the dilapidated hut of 
Chandrasekhar, the great astronomer, will not be convinced that 
mansions are necessary for acquiring knowledge or nurturing one's 
talent. The money being spent on palatial hostel buildings would be 
better spent on bringing about improvement in other spheres of 
education. The belief that the quality of education depends on the 
kind of building where it is imparted is not based on facts or evidence. 
However, proper attention must be accorded to whatever conduces 
to the health of the students. No one can deny that giving students an 
opportunity to live in hygienic, clean and pleasing houses and 
surroundings is absolutely necessary; but people of our country do 
not believe that only pukka mansions provide such facilities. Many 
educationists believe that impressive-looking school and hostel 
buildings will arouse people's interest in education and enhance its 
importance in society. In some societies, such outward glamour may 
fascinate people but, in a country like India, which has an ancient 
civilization and places a high value on education, such an argument 
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will not hold water. Even if this argument is considered valid, we can 
never afford such glamorous infrastructure. We want education to be 
affordable. The authorities should ensure that facilities for receiving 
education are made easily available to the people of a poor country 
like India. It is a matter of great regret that, under the exper ive 
education system prevailing today, many students are denied access 
to schools, colleges and hostels. What is the point of making efforts 
to render the system attractive to them? Moreover, for students, the 
hostel is an ideal place of residence. Does it mean, therefore, that the 
health, education and character of those students who do not pursue 
their studies without living there should not merit attention? The 
authorities can never imagine the conditions under which some 
students who stay with their parents study. But we should never forget 
that people like Sir Gurudas Banerjee have studied and achieved 
spectacular success under such conditions. 


Getting a job is the sole aim of those who study in schools and 
colleges today. At any rate, no other options are available to them. 
How much will they earn when they land a job? They will also have 
to support their own families. Many of them will not be able to afford 
living in a city. The kind of comforts they take for granted while 
residing in expensive hostel buildings will now be out of their reach. 
However, the force of habit will make them constantly long for these. 
Therefore, they will continue to feel oppressed by a sense of 
dissatisfaction. Even if they make more money than their fathers and 
grandfathers, they will feel wretched and discontented and they will 
desperately try to make more money by adopting unfair means. One 
should remember that students of the Training School are being trained 
to spread education in rural areas. They will teach boys and girls 
who grow up playing in the dusty village paths. For their companions 
they will have peasants who plod through mud all day long, and 
labourers who toil bare-headed in the sun and rain and artisans who 
slog day and night in their workshops. They will also not be able to 
meet their needs with the salary they will receive. All these issues 
should be taken into account while crafting educational policies. 


(1916) 
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Education and Governance 


Some believe that education presents obstacles to governance. 
They think that education teaches people to defy not only government 
but also rutes and customs established by social and religious systems. 
When mankind was in a primitive state, those who controlled the 
social systems did not see things in this light. In those days, absolute 
control over a society was exercised by a king. His uneducated 
subjects were no better than beasts. There was no glory in ruling 
over such beasts. So these kings made every effort to raise their 
subjects above the level of beasts and enable them to express their 
humanity. Vast sums of money were spent on achieving this end. It is 
difficult to imagine in our time how difficult it must have beento 
spread education among people who were extremely averse to 
receiving it. However, those who are trying to educate people in a 
very backward area can imagine to some extent how difficult this 
task is. In the past, teachers were handsomely rewarded for teaching 
their students. Scholarships were given to students to enable them to 
meet the expenditure incurred on food and clothing. Education was 
valued for its own sake. Gurukuls and monasteries in India and 
churches and schools attached to them in the West, owed their origin 
to this ancient education system. 

It is natural that the divine power inherent in human beings 
develops under the influence of education. Freedom of thought is a 
part of human nature and constitutes an important right. Man's 
essential humanity consists in it. When this humanity finds fuller 
expression, differences of opinion emerge in a society. Over time, 
man developed a tendéncy toask questions. He started looking for 
the reason for every action and the cause of every incident. He also 
began examining the appropriateness of every custom and enquired 
into the origin of every organization. This resulted in chatlenges to 
the structures of established authority. Human beings do not like their 
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power being challenged or their actions being criticised. So 
governments felt threatened by human curiosity. Religious leaders 
were scared that such curiosity would lead to the end of religion; 
leaders of society feared social disruptions and heads of government 
saw the spectres of revolution rise before them. 


History repeats itself. The fear that had cast its shadow over 
societies thousands of years ago is again oppressing civilized societies 
today. Heads of government dread the spirit of human enquiry with 
the same intensity. The world can never remain stagnant. Man is 
always keen to move from one state of being to a higher one under 
the influence of education. This divine dissatisfaction in the human 
heart lies at the root of human civilization. Education intensifies this 
dissatisfaction. However, to a lesser or greater extent, all systems of 
governance tend to resist change. These systems are not always willing 
to accept demands for developing society. For this reason, education 
and systems of governance have always been engaged in a tug of 
war. But the victory of education in this battle is inevitable. Again, 
victory of education also means the triumph of the governance system. 
Education raises systems of governance to a higher level. Human 
civilisation would never have reached its present level of attainment 
if education would not have exercised its influence on systems of 
administration. 


Civilized countries of the world have realized that education 
exercises asalutary influence on governance. Therefore, all civilized 
countries in the West and Japan have introduced free primary 
education. All educated Indians are fully aware of the immense 
benefits this has brought to Japan in less than fifty years. Illiteracy 
and apathy present an obstacle to all attempts to improve the condition 
of India. Unschooled villagers pay no attention to the advice to keep 
their villages clean. Cooperative banking initiatives have also failed 
to succeed to an appreciable extent among them’ One is told that, 
even today, they resist getting vaccinated. Many good efforts of several 
local administrators have been thwarted on account of the ignorance 
of the people. An uneducated populace makes no contribution to 
governance and the administration can never take pride in what they 
do, in fact, they might even pose a threat to it. When educated subjects 
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raise their voice of protest or agitate against the administration, they 
stay within the boundaries of law and order. They listen to arguments 
and take recourse to arguments to defend their own position. Restraint 
is a constant companion of education. This is why all agitations in 
which the educated take part are conducted with restraint; the 
authorities have no reason to fear for any danger or any outbreak of 
indiscipline. But agitations in which the uneducated participate are 
strikingly different. They endure suffering passively like beasts, but 
when they go berserk, they behave like ferocious animals. Their 
actions become irrational and uncontrollable. Sometimes they 
misinterpret the good intensions of the authorities and grow so wild 
that they become complete strangers to logic and reason. In view of 
the difference between the educated and the unschooled, who can 
claim thateducation and governance are incompatible? In fact, 
education enhances the quality of governance. 


It is a matter of great regret thatpeople occupying positions of 
power do not understand the interdependence of education and 
governance. They only see them as opposed to each other. They think 
that, if people get educated, they will defy them. This is what they 
fear the most. But they are utterly unable to foresee the future. One 
has to understand that, if he/she wants to governeducated and refined 
people, he/she has to be more educated, refined and liberal than them. 
There will always be a need for order in all spheres of life: society, 
religion, and polity. This order will make it possible for human 
freedom and civilization to advance. Freedom and civilization owe 
their origin to society accepting a necessity for order. Education seeks 
to expand the scope of this order. If the scopefororderis enlarged, the 
sphere of civilization and freedom growsbigger. Progressive 
development defines the nature of human civilization and freedom. 
This development is taking place and no one has the power to stop it. 
Order cannot contain the fast-flowing currents of civilization if it 
does not create conditions for the natural expression of people's power 
and for fulfilling their aspirations. Human history provides instances 
oforder getting completely destroyed whenever it tries to stand in the 
way of the movement of civilization and political, religious and social 
upheavals have occurred.However, new worlds have happily evolved 
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new orders. But power slipped from the hands of those who controlled 
the earlier order into those of others because the former lacked a 
liberal outlook and farsightedness. 


Anyway, it cannot be said that the tension between education 
and governance does notyield any benefit. In the early stages, the 
craving for progress in education finds expression in anarchic 
indiscipline. Colliding against a conservative and administrative 
system, it gradually learns how to be restrained. The wild early 
enthusiasm slowly grows soberer. Anunfettered emotion comes to 
term with the harsh real world. The clash between the two lends 
civilization, stability and firmness. The world we live in is still in its 
infancy. The future holds innumerable possibilities for it. It cannot 
rush to the apex of development in a day. It is facing obstacles without 
number at every step of the way. As it overcomes these obstacles, it 
grows stronger, its longevity increases and all aspects of civilization 
become more orderly and the road towards higher success becomes 
smoother. 


(1918) 
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Whither Primary Education? 


In every country in the world, primary education is spreading at 
a very fast pace. In ancient India, being illiterate was considered a 
sin. But now this belief has disappeared from India and is striking 
roots in other countries. The learned in India stated: "Offering food 
to the hungry is a great deed, but giving the gift of knowledge to 
someone was an even greater deed." So, in ancient India, teachers 
and students were highly respected, deeply adored and dearly loved 
by all. With society's decline, they no longer receive such love and 
respect and adoration. 


Earlier, the dissemination of primary education was the 
responsibility of society. This responsibility has now been taken up 
by governments in all civilized countries of the world.Everyone 
strives to eradicate illiteracy among people. Several measures are 
being taken to spread primary education widely. Very soon illiteracy 
will be removed from the world completely. But one feels 
disappointed when one looks at the situation obtaining in India. 
According to statistics, only 2.7% of the entire population of India 
in 1915-16, has received primary education, which means that two 
and a half persons out of one hundred could barely read the alphabet. 
In 1906-07, around two out of one hundred persons had received 
primary education. This shows that only 0.5% growth in this field 
has taken place in a decade. How long will India take to achieve 
full literacy if it proceeds at this pace? 


Attention may be drawn tothe picture of primary education in 
India by Late Gopala Krishna Gokhle had presented to the 
government:21% of the people of the United States of America 
received primary education. This figure is 17-20%, 17-15% and a bit 
more than 14% for countries like Canada, Australia, Switzerland, 
England and Scotland, Ireland, Germany, Austria, Norway and France 
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respectively. 14%, 13%, 12% and 11% of the population of Sweden, 
Denmark, Belgium and Japan respectively have received primary 
education. When can India reach the level attained by these countries? 


According to government's estimate, fifteen out of one hundred 
persons in our country are eligible to attend school. Out of these 15, 
only 2.7 persons are enrolled at schools. Only when the remaining 
12.3 persons attend school should we accept that everyone eligible 
has received schooling. However, the growth rate of school attendance 
among children is 0.8%in a decade in India. At this rate, the remaining 
12.3 persons will take 154 years to receive primary education. If the 
population of India remains constant, 150 years will pass before 
everyone in the country will have received primary education. 


(1918) 
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Women's Education 


A few years ‘ago, a lot of discussion was held on women's 
education in our country. Discussions on this subject were held 
everywhere, from student bodies to big conferences. But now-a-days, 
people's interest in this subject seems to have waned. This may be 
due to the fact that people are no longer opposed to women's education. 
But it is doubtful whether they are convinced of its necessity. A 
government report prepared in 1915-16 informs us that only 0.9% of 
women in India are attending primary school.As the saying goes, 
this is one in a million. Not even one woman in a hundred is receiving 
primary education. In Bombay and Madras, which belong to the 
southern part of India, women do not observe purdah. Here, women's 
education has therefore spread more widely than in the north. So, the 
percentage of women getting educated would be much lower in the 
northern part of the country. It is seen that, in cities, more attention is 
paid to women's education. In some places, schools and colleges are 
being founded, but in villages, no attempts are being made in this 
regard. People think that education should enable them only to make 
money. They send their sons to schools keeping only this objective 
in mind. Many rich people in villages do not want their sons to learn 
anything beyond addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
They say, "Why should he learn anything more than these? Is he 
going to take up a job to earn money?" Many poor people cannot get 
their children educated for want of money. They say, "Unless our 
boys receive a good education, they will never land a job and we lack 
the resources to give them such an education." So they do not send 
their sons to school because they think acquiring a little learning 
would be a waste of time. The rich, the poor and those belong to the 
middle-classes send their sons to school in the hope that the education 
they receive there will enable them to earn money. However, in the 
case of girls, no such hopes are nurtured by their parents or their in- 
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laws'. No one is convinced that education will make one intelligent 
and knowledgeable and help one become a better human being. It is 
likely that some think this might happen in the case of men, but as far 
as women are concerned some think that the opposite might happen 
if they get educated.How can women's education spread under these 
circumstances? If women could make a living by acquiring an 
education, many would get them educated up to a point. Another 
problem has to be taken into consideration. Why should parents of a 
girl spend money on giving her an education if her in-laws lay claim 
to her income? Therefore, when urged to send their daughters to 
school, many say, "What is the point of doing so? All she needs to 
learn is how to cook at her in-laws’ place and do the dishes there." If 
girls did not have to leave their parents' home and go to their in-laws’ 
house after marriage and if they could step out of the kitchen and 
function effectively in the public sphere, many would make 
arrangements for educating them. In sum, our people do not want to 
do anything that will not bring them direct benefit. Now-a-days, 
money is all that matters. The wise counsel of scriptures exercises no 
influence on people's minds and social arrangements inspire no faith 
in them. So, whenever we seek to spread women's education, we 
have to pay attention to the present condition of society. 


It is heartening to note that discussions on women's education 
have begun. In different parts of our country, the rich as well as the 
poor are getting keenly involved in the spread of women's education. 
Enthusiasts, who include Maharaj Kumar of Tikari and Balabhadra 
Mishra, the secretary of MahilaBandhu Samiti (Friends of Women), 
Puri, are rendering selfless service to achieve this end.In this way, 
collective and individual initiatives will change people's ingrained 
attitudes in the space of a short time. 


Maharaj Kumar, who belonged to Tikari in the province of Bihar, 
has donated all his property for the wide dissemination of women's 
education and this was no small gift. This property yields an annual 
income of thirteen lakh rupees. After all the expenses, a surplus of 
ten lakh rupees will be available for the cause every year. This money 
will be spent on founding and running a college for women at 
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Bankipur, Patna. An initiative which inspires people to donate 
everything theyown is bound to succeed. 


The MahilaBandhu Samiti is trying hard to spread women's 
education among the community of conservative temple servitors in 
Puri. A primary school for girls has been established through the 
efforts of the Samiti. A few widows are being trained so that they 
will be able to teach at the school.What they have done is not 
something impressively big but it is important in being an effort 
directed against conservative attitudes. The fact that renowned pundits 
of Puri such as Shri Sadashiv Mishra and Shri Jagannath Mishra, 
who respect our ancient tradition deeply, extend their unstinted support 
to women's education by serving this Samiti as its president gives us 
great hope. As Pundit Jagannath Mishra observed in his presidential 
address, "True education consists in maintaining the purity of one's 
character and broadening one's mind. One should help a woman 
maintain this purity by providing her education and not by placing 
her under restraint. If one does not sow seeds in a plot of land and 
only fences it up, can one expect it to yield a harvest?" 


This provides evidence that old irrational conservative attitudes 
towards women's education are slowly losingtheir grip on people's 
minds. 


(1918) 


Gopabandhu Das : Thoughts on Education 3S 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Regional Language as a 
Medium of Higher Education 


Unless education is provided through the language spoken in a 
nation, it cannot acquire a national character. It is true that language 
is a means of expressing thought. But thought is conveyed intelligibly 
in one's own language, the language which provides one with an 
intimate social context when one is an infant; no other language can 
perform this task. English was introduced in this country a long time 
ago. Many natives have acquired impressive command over this 
language and are writing weighty tomes, giving lectures and bringing 
out newspapers in this language. But when they speak English, do 
they feel as comfortable as they do when they express themselves 
through their mother tongue? Whenever we speak or write in a foreign 
language, we translate into that language what passes through our 
mind. Of course, this does not apply to those who have grown up in 
surroundings dominated by that foreign language.Everyone - from 
those who are learning the English alphabet to those who are studying 
for higher degrees at universities - isonly investing a lot of time and 
energy in learning the English language. It is true,they read a lot of 
high-quality books, but they can never assimilate completely the 
thoughts expressed in these. This is the reason why persons who have 
earned B.A degrees from British universities are appointed to teach 
Indians who hold B.A. and M.A. degrees. They are considered 
superior to those having Indian degrees,even after university 
commissions have been appointed, residential systems have been 
introduced or other measures have been taken. As long as Indian 
students keep wasting their vital energy in mastering a foreign 
language, higher education cannot yield desirable results. 


Many school and college students say that, if they would secure 
pass marks in English, they will get through their exams. It is strange 
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that almost all students pay more attention to English than to other 
subjects. People who speak or write English well are held in the 
highest esteem. We dissipate all our energies on learning a language 
neglecting the thoughts expressed through it. It seems we have no 
option but to do so. Drawing attention to the miserable plight of Indian 
students, Lord Chemsford, Viceroy of India made the following 
observation at the conference of the directors of education: Indian 
students study profoundly complex subjects through the medium of 
a foreign language. On many occasions, they feel compelled to 
memorize entire textbooks as they do not have adequate command of 
the language in which these are written. We strongly oppose the habit 
of rote learning. But, in my opinion, they display admirable patience 
and perseverance when they memorize a whole book, whether they 
understand it or not. However, there is no doubt that what they do 
amounts to a travesty of education. 


In fact, when we receive education through this foreign language, 
we not only misuse our intellect, we also do harm to our health, lose 
our vitality and waste our time. 


Providing education of the highest quality through local 
language(s) should be the objective of education policy in India. No 
one believes that this aim can be achieved in a day. The absence of 
good textbooks in regional languages presents the chief obstacle to 
realizing this goal. However, this hurdle can be easily overcomeif 
this objective is embraced and the government and the educated public 
in the country make sincere efforts in this direction. It is true that 
Japan has received modern knowledge from all western countries. 
But in a matter of a few years Japan has assimilated this knowledge 
and made it completely its own. Children in Japan use this knowledge 
with ease, as if this is a familiar household article. This knowledge 
they absorb effortlessly in the language spoken at home from their 
parents and teachers. If we would have pursued this objective since 
the day English was introduced in the education system, there would 
not have been a dearth of books written in local languages. High 
quality English books woald have been translated into these 
languages. If English continues to remain the medium of instruction, 
regional languages will never grow. Of course, a few who love 
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literature translate some English books into their mother tongue or 
write books in their own languages modelled on books written in 
English. Their number, however, is very small. If they receive proper 
encouragement, more educated people would be making efforts in 
this direction. 


The purpose of English education is to render people fit for 
government jobs. Not everyone can learn English these days; so, those 
who learn English think themselves superior to those who do not. 
And they have no other aim than securing a job. The boundaries of 
higher education will expand if it is provided through thelanguages 
of the regions. After they complete their studies at a university, 
youngmen will have the zeal and the energy for exploring new areas 
of knowledge and for enriching their own languages. For students in 
western countries, the real pursuit of knowledge begins after passing 
out from universities. But, in our country, books are abandoned as 
soon as one completes one's college studies. This happens because, 
while receiving higher education, we get completely exhausted trying 
to master a foreign language. All that remains is the thirst for a 
government job. The acquisition of a university degree is also 
accompanied by physical illness. 


Only after one has received higher education in one's mother 
tongue, it becomes relatively easier for him to read books in a foreign 
language andunderstand them more fully. This is the only way one 
can acquire knowledge in order to develop the human mind. However, 
when one considers the usefulness of the mother tongue as a medium 
of instruction in the educational process, it must be admitted that this 
presents serious problems. The future of India depends on finding 
proper solutions to these problems. It can never be denied that 
providing higher education through regional languages is essential 


for ensuring a healthy life, peace of mind and capacity for independent 
thought in Indian men. 


(1918) 
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Sanskrit College at Puri 


Bihar-Odisha government had decided to establish Sanskrit 
colleges at Puri and Muzaffarpur. But the work on the construction 
of the building of a Sanskrit college in Muzaffarpur began only a 
year ago. In April last year, the Sanskrit school established in Puri by 
the king of Balarampur was later raised to the level of a college and 
it has been placed under the direct management ofgovernment. 
However, this is a college only in name. Teachers who taught at the 
school have been promoted to the post of lecturers. Their salaries 
have been increased. Only two more subjects, Ayurveda and Astrology, 
have been added to the ones already being taught at the school. On 
the whole, the high hopes entertained by the general public have not 
been fulfilled. But one should not reach a conclusion about anything 
in a hurry. The government has assured everyone that improvement 
in the condition of the College will take place gradually. However, 
such improvement will depend to a large extent on local needs and 
enthusiasm. First of all, the number of students seeking admission in 
the College should increase and they should display a keenness to 
acquire knowledge about various subjects. 


These days, the learning of Sanskrit does not create lucrative 
employment opportunities. For this reason, people do not find the 
subject attractive. Those who are affluent choose to study English. 
Even people who are not well off somehow arrange the resources 
needed to learn English. Those who fail to do so but are desperate to 
make a living through whatever education they can manage to receive, 
choose to study Sanskrit. This they do only if someone comes forward 
to feed and clothe them at his/her expense. How many men of means 
are willing to spend money for the spread of general education? And 
what kind of attention can Sanskrit receive under such circumstances? 
Some English-educated persons believe that studying Sanskrit would 
be a pointless activity. Some rich persons who value the methods of 
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the ancient system of education or those who are not bold enough to 
reject these altogether provide assistance to poor students learning 
Sanskrit in a few places. There are in Puri a few Sanskrit tols besides 
the one set up by the king of Balarampur. These are run with help 
received from theheads of the local monasteries. Most of those who 
study here are recipients of scholarships of one kind or another but 
they get very little by way of cash. They are provided rice and pulses 
from monasteries and at times they get mahaprasad from Jagannath 
Temple to eat. Unless arrangements are made for boarding and 
clothing most of the students desirous of learning Sanskrit, the 
enrolment at the college will not increase. Of course, we hope that 
government will grant scholarships to some deserving students in 
future. But unless the number of students enrolled at the college 
increases through assistance provided by local people one can never 
expect the College to prosper in its formative stage. 


We accept that the study of Sanskrit does suffer from a certain 
narrowness of outlook. However, at the same time, we can never 
imagine that one's education can ever be complete it does not include 
a knowledge of Sanskrit. It is a matter of great satisfaction that the 
need for a national education is being stressed in our country today. 
Real progress will never be achieved unless the education system is 
imbued with the spirit of nationalism. Will those who claim that 
learning Sanskrit is a pointless activity tell us if the knowledge of 
English has any use other than helping people get a job? Anyway, it 
is heartening to note that government has begun paying attention to 
promoting the study of Sanskrit and more educated people in the 
country are beginning to repose their trust in learning Sanskrit. 


Greek and Latin lost their primacy in Europe. However, the 
importance of Sanskrit will never be diminished in India. If Sanskrit 
goes extinct in our country, national life will also face extinction 
because Sanskrit for us is more than a means of acquiring knowledge 
about literature and philosophy; it is indissolubly connected with 
religious, social and familial life in the country. Many foreign 
languages and ideas have been spread in India but they have failed to 
displace Sanskrit. The latter, for its part, succeeded in absorbing these 
ideas. Realising the extra-ordinary power of Sanskrit, the founders 
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of Kashi Hindu Vidyalaya have accorded it a pride of place in the 
curriculum. The study of Sanskrit will not flourish in Odisha unless 
steps are taken to attract a large number of students to enroll 
themselves at the newly established college in Puri. We pin high hopes 
on the heads of monasteries in Puri. It must of course be admitted 
that it is they who extend financial support to initiatives promoting 
the spread of Sanskrit in the city, but help received from them is far 
from adequate. 


A monastery is another name for a hostel. In ancient India, 
monasteries evolved from hostels. In the past, monasteries were home 
to hundreds of students noisily doing their lessons. Even today, in 
some monasteries in South India, a large number of students are 
provided with boarding facilities. In Kashi, students were treated with 
great respect and affection, and one can say that the people of that 
city have kept this tradition alive. Puri is an important centre of 
learning in India and is in no way inferior to Kashi. Opinions on 
social and religious issues are treated with respect everywhere. Time 
was when Puri as a centre of Sanskrit studies rivalled those based in 
Kashi, Pune and Mithila, but today it has lost its glory. The time has 
come when efforts should be made to retrieve that lost glory. The 
fame of Puri is spreading widely across the country and more and 
more tourists, devotees and pilgrims feel drawn to it. People have 
always found Puri a fascinating destination. Through the ages, saints, 
holy men and founders of different sects held Puri dear to their hearts. 
Needless to say, nowhere else can one find a place animated by such 
feeling of universal brotherhood. Hence, Puri is uniquely suited 
toemerge as a major centre of national education and culture. There 
is no doubt that, given proper facilities and encouragement, Sanskrit 
College in Puri will excel the one established at Muzaffarpur. But 
who is going to provide such facilities? 


It is expected that the foundation of the College will grow firmer 
after it achieves a degree of stability through support and 
encouragement received from the heads of monasteries in Puri. Kings 
and zamindars for their part should enable a certain number of students 
from.their kingdoms and estates to pursue their studies at the College 
by giving them scholarships. Education imparted at the Sanskrit 
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College will now rise above the narrow outlook associated with 
learning Sanskrit as students will be taught English and their mother 
tongue in addition to Sanskrit. They will also be provided instruction 
in not only literature, grammar, philosophy but also geography, history, 
maths, astrology and ayurveda. We all want the all-round development 
of the College. May theCollege emerge as an acclaimed centre of 
learning in India and may it attract pupils from across the world and 
may it enhance the glory of Puri and Utkal. May God grant our prayer. 


(1918) 
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Teaching of Odia in Odia-speaking 
Tracts outside Odisha 


A meeting of the school managing committee of the Chainbasa 
Zilla School was held last September during the visit of the Inspector 
of Schools of theChotnagpur division. We are told that the plan to 
abolish the teaching of Odia at the school was discussed at this 
meeting. It is not known whether a final decision on the matter has 
been taken. A discussion on the same subject was held last year at the 
meeting of the managing committee when Garrett Sahib was the 
Deputy Commissioner of Sinhabhumi. Baboo Paresh Nath Ghosh, 
Deputy Inspector of Sinhabhumi and Baboo Jagdhish Chandra Gupta, 
the Headmaster, Zilla School, are deeply hostile to Odias. Mr. Garrett 
spent quite a few years in Odisha and knows the Odia language. He 
was well aware of the fact that many Odias lived in Sinhabhumi and, 
as far as education and some other matters are concerned, justice had 
not been done to them. So, he could easily grasp the evil intentions 
of the Deputy Inspector and the Headmaster. As a result, the proposal 
to abolish the teaching of Odia from Chainbasa School was rejected. 
Now that Mr. Garrett has been transferred, the issue relating to the 
abolition of Odia is being raised once more. It appears that the school 
inspector, Mr. Whitmore is not favourably disposed towardsOdia. 
How could he be? The Deputy Inspector is so close to him that he 
unquestioningly accepts whatever he tells him. His not finding a 
replacement for BabuPadmalochan Nayak, the Odia teacher at 
ChainbasaSchool, clearly reveals his attitude towards Odia language. 
Mr. Scott is new to Sinhabhumi and does not know Odia. However, 
he knows very well what would happen if he takes decisions guided 
by fanatic subordinates. 

Odias resident in Sinhabhumi are now doing everything they 
can to introduce Odia in government offices and setting up Odia 
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schools in many parts of the district. Moreover, every year,Utkal 
Sammilani, the national conference of Odias,in its resolutions, urges 
the government to promote Odia language in Sinhabhumi. In this 
context, it will be an insult to not only the Odias of Sinhabhumi but 
also to the Odia community as a whole if the teaching of Odia is 
abolished from Chainbasa Zilla School. 


(1919) 
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Higher Education and the Poor 


When we speak of establishing more colleges or a university in 
Cuttack, some might think that we have gone crazy. Are we dreaming 
and talking deliriously?Have we grown wildly optimistic after we 
heard the Lieutenant Governormention something in a speech? A lot 
of things are said in the course of delivering a lecture. Was it not 
promised that Odisha would receive special attention from the Bihar- 
Odisha province? How much attention did it get? Did not the first 
Lieutenant Governor of the province, Bailey Sahib say that 
Ravenshaw Sahib was a friend of his and he would try to improve the 
lot of the College which has been named after him? More than fifteen 
years have passed since, but the promise of setting up an engineering 
school has not being made good. How can one then hope that a 
university will be established in Cuttack? Some of the subjects taught 
at Ravenshaw College are no longer being taught and the student 
enrolment is declining day by day. One learns from the reply given to 
the question honourable Gopabandhu Das raised at the Bihar-Odisha 
Council that, in 1917, 223 students had enrolled themselves in the 
first year class of the College. In 1918, this number came down to 
196. At present, only 184 students have enrolled themselves at the 
College. The number of students studying in the third year class in 
1917, 1918 and 1919 is 85, 73 and 67 respectively. Do these figures 
indicate growth inhigher education in the country? Nevertheless, the 
fees keep rising. It is a matter of great regret that fees have increased 
in a year of famine. Students have to pay seven rupees instead of 
four. This unsurprisingly compounds their misery. Given the financial 
condition of many students of Cuttack College, how can they pay the 
extra one rupee at the end of the month? Authorities might say that 
college education is not meant for such poor students. If we accept 
this view, a poor province like Odisha does not at all need a college. 
Again, why are vast sums of money spent on constructing a new 
building for the College? How many students will study there? 

(1919) 


Gopabandhu Das : Thoughts on Education | 45 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


A University in Odisha 
An Unreal Dream 


We had written earlier about the establishment of new universities 
in Dhaka and Nagpur. The University of Nagpur will take some time 
to be set up but government is making every effort to open a university 
in Dhaka. In all probability, the University will be established by 
April next year. The executive council of Calcutta University was 
asked to give its opinion on this matter. But its members said that the 
council did not have the authority to express an opinion on it;and 
that the opinion of the senate of the universityshould be sought. The 
senate, they said, would not be able give its opinion at such a short 
notice. So, the government has given it a month's time to do so. The 
opinion of the senatewill be conveyed to government before the Ist 
of January. 


Dhaka will host a university. In this way, universities are being 
set up one after another to facilitate the spread of higher education. 
This might increase the expenditure on higher education and reduce 
funds available for education at lower levels. All the same, the 
government should take steps for the spread of higher education. 
However, when we turn our thoughts to this matter, what is happening 
close to home forces itself on our attention. If government delays the 
establishment of a university in Odisha, Odias should raise their voice 
demanding it. When will Odias bring themselves to do so? 


A proposal relating to the establishment of a university in 
Dhakahas been brought forward in the Viceroy's Council. This will 
be approved this year after a committee discusses it thoroughly. Setting 
up new colleges will not be required to open this university. This 
university will comprise only Dhaka College. In Europe, single 
colleges have been elevated to the status of universities. According 
to the report submitted by the Calcutta University Commission, 
students can enrol themselves at Dhaka University after passing the 
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intermediate examination. From now on, intermediate classes will 
be shifted to high schools. 


A proposal relating to the establishment of a university at Nagpur 
was also brought forward at the Viceroy's Council and it has been 
approved. It is very likely that, next year, Nagpur University will be 
founded. What about Cuttack?In its report,the Patna University 
Committee clearly mentions the proposal to set up a university at 
Cuttack. The Lieutenant Governor, Sir Edward Gateassured us several 
times that a university would be established in Odisha. He had once 
said that Odisha would have a university after it hosted two colleges 
other than Ravenshaw. What is need for three colleges? Banaras Hindu 
University comprises only one college: Central Hindu College. Dhaka 
University will grow out of a college in Dhaka. Only a few days ago, 
Ravenshaw Collegewas not inferior to Dhaka College in any respect. 
After attention has been completely shifted to Patna, Ravenshaw has 
fallen on bad days. Without waiting for new colleges to be opened in 
Cuttack, Ravenshaw College should be turned into a university by 
appointing qualified teachers in it and providing it with necessary 
equipment. 


(1919) 
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Education in Rural Areas 
(1) 


Earlier we’ were informed that the primary school at Kalyanpur 
in Jajpur was functioning quite well under the management of some 
young men there. We are very happy to hear that everyone in the 
village, young and old, are active in promoting education in all forms. 
They have established a fund to enable children of poor families to 
continue their education. Educated and employed young men of the 
village have agreed to contribute to this fund. This village is home to 
hundred Karana families. They claim to have descended from Sage 
Parasara. They do not sell the male calves of their cows nor do they 
make bullocks out of them to till their fields. They gift them away or 
let them grow into bulls and leave them to roam freely around. They 
have now decided to donate these male calves to the village education 
fund. The farmers have also agreed to donate one gouni of paddy per 
one acre to the fund. In addition, it has been decided that everyone 
would contribute sums of money during auspicious occasions like 
marriage. A library has been set up in the village. 
Ayamarambhasubhayabhabatu (May the beginning be an auspicious 
one). May God keep the flame of enthusiasm of the villagers burning 
brightly forever. 


(2) 


Salur is a famous estate (rajuda) in JeyporeAgency. This is an 
Odia-speaking tract but the growing presence of Telugu is now felt 
everywhere. An Odia primary school has been established in a 
Brahmin settlement in Salur. The people of Odisha might think that 
setting up a primary school at Salur is no big deal. However, they 
should realise that the establishment of an Odia school in an area 
where languages like Hindi, Bengali and Telugu are being imposed 
on Odias is an extremely important undertaking. Only those who are 
involved in accomplishing such a task know what hardships and 
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difficulties they have to endure and overcome. May this small but 
noble initiative taken in Salur succeed. We express our whole-hearted 
support to those who have started this initiative. 


(3) 


We are told that the Sanskrit tol at Bhubaneswar will be closed 
as the number of students here has dwindled. Bhubaneswar is an 
important place in Puri district. This is a place of pilgrimage, which 
is also conducive to health. A well-managed tolwould attract students 
from far-off places. The managing committee of the school could 
persuade children of the servitors of the Lingaraj Temple to receive 
instruction at the tol for a few years. There are quite a few Brahmin 
villages nearby. If appropriate efforts are made, there will never be a 
dearth of students at the tol. The need for a tol at a place like 
Bhubaneswar cannot be underestimated. We sincerely hope that local 
people who are interested in promoting education will soon give this 
matter serious thought and attention. 


(4) 


A prize-giving ceremony was held at the girls' school at Balugaon 
on the 29th of the previous month. The meeting was presided over by 
the Headmaster of the Minor School at Banpur. Such a ceremony 
was held for the first time in the village and it was organizedefficiently 
by VaishnabCharanPattnaik and others. There are very few girls' 
schools in our villages. The education system of our country will 
never improve if girls will not get educated. Government, for its part, 
is willing to provide support to girls' education. Those who are 
founding schools for girls in rural areas deserve everyone's praise. 


(1919) 
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Education and Agriculture 


In our country, ‘peasant’ is a term of contempt, but everyone in 
the world depends on agriculture for their survival. These days, several 
big schools and colleges have been established to teach agriculture 
to students. Many people study there even after having obtained B.A. 
and M.A. degrees. One comes across such colleges in Bihar-Odisha 
province. Poona in the Bombay province has a college of agriculture. 
The Lieutenant Governor of Bombay gave some useful pieces of 
advice to the students of this College. He said, "In Britain, the children 
of big businessmen and rich people work alongside coolies in factories 
to learn the tricks of a trade. Agriculture is a very old and excellent 
business. You will remain ignorant if you fail to master its techniques. 
You should take pride in being a real farmer. Enhance the prestige of 
farming through hardwork. From now on, farming will no longer 
remain a business in which only the uneducated engage. The learned 
and the brilliant should now make agriculture their favoured 
occupation.” 


Will our school and college students soberly reflect upon his 
advice? 


(1920) 
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Higher Education in Odisha 


Universities in India have appointed special committees to 
discuss the report prepared by the Calcutta University Commission. 
A few days will pass before one learns to what extent each committee 
accepts this report. It may be mentioned here that no committee has 
been set up at Patna University. At present, there is an urgent need 
for getting some buildings constructed at Patna University. The 
government of Bihar-Odisha province formed a committee to look 
into this matter and a few others. This committee will examine three 
issues: whether intermediate classes will be a part of Patna University: 
whether B.A and B.Sc students should do a two or three year course; 
and whether all the university students should attend general lectures 
at the University and receive in-depth instructions at colleges. The 
meeting of the committee was convened on Sth and 6th of this month. 
The purpose of the meeting was explained to the members by the 
Lieutenant Governor of Bihar-Odisha province. It was resolved that 
the decisions of the committee regarding the three issues mentioned 
above would apply only to Patna University and not to the colleges 
established outside Bihar. It is abundantly clear thatthe government 
is keenly anxious to construct a new building at Patna University. 
How one wishes it had shown a fraction of sucheagerness 
towardsCuttack Engineering School! 

(1920) 
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National Education (1) 


Sensible and knowledgeable people of India have been well aware 
since long of the absence of national education. Thousands of people 
think that English education produces only servants of the government 
and will never be able to fulfil our national aspirations and let us 
fully realize our intellectual and spiritual potential. However, our 
people seem to be in the grip of a strange obsession which leads them 
to obstruct in many ways the efforts to introduce national education. 
They think that calamity would strike one if he/she gives up studying 
in a government school or college. 


Many express the view that, since a system of national education 
has not been put in place, the existing education system with all its 
shortcomings should not be abandoned. They content themselves with 
voicing this opinion and they behave as if putting a system of national 
education in place is not their duty. But we, for our part, believe that 
we should get rid of what is deficient and whatever impedes the 
development of our national life. When the absence of something is 
felt, efforts will automatically be made to supply it. Some sincere 
students dropped out of schools and colleges to join the Non- 
Cooperation Movement. Under the pretext of joining the movement, 
many insincere students also have given up their studies. Some 
students belonging to both the above-mentioned groups and their 
parents anxiously want national schools to be set up.Of course, 
national schools are being founded in different parts of the country 
and there is also a need for more such schools to be established. But 
we wonder why those who have left school to take part in the Non- 
Cooperation Movement are so desperate to study at national schools? 
In fact, many students and their guardians have not really understood 
the meaning and purpose of national education. They are unable to 
emerge from the iron grip of their earlier mind-sets. They have dropped 
out of government schools and they want to join national schools, 
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which more or less resemble the former. We would like to advise 
them that they should completely get away from book learning to get 
rid of mental slavery. The young men of the country should go through 
a period of intellectual fasting. Let them give their brains some rest 
by not overloading it with knowledge derived from books; let them 
use their hands, feet, eyes and ears more vigorously. The national 
task confronting us today provides great scope for making proper 
use of these organs. These organs will be employed properly by 
spinning yarn with a spinning whee! and weaving clothes. Doing so 
will calm one's mind and increase one's powers of 
concentration.Another duty they could perform is to make people 
living in the villages of the country aware of the aims and importance 
of the freedom movement and awaken their hearts by singing patriotic 
songs. They should also gain first-hand experience by travelling from 
village to village and plodding through muddy fields and ditches. 
They must learn the language spoken by their countrymen and mingle 
their own voice with theirs. They should understand what the country 
really needs. In other words, they would have to unite their own souls 
with the soul of their own country and cannot to do this devoting 
themselves to reading books. This is what a national school would 
expect them to do. At the national school, one should enter into an 
intimate relationship with the people of one's own country and get 
rid of the mire of ingrained ways of thinking. This kind of rejection 
and regeneration constitutes the first step towards spreading national 
education. 


(1921) 
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National Education (2) 


With the spread of the message of theNon-Cooperation 
Movement, the necessity of national education is being increasingly 
felt. Students who dropped out of government or government-aided 
schools do not want to discontinue the process of learning. The parents 
of many of them also want them to continue to learn. Moreover, it is 
not safe to allow impressionable boys and girls, who are prone to 
indiscipline,live a life free of restraint. However, many do not now 
have a clear idea about the nature of national education. They think 
that national schools will have nothing to do with the government 
but will be modelled on the schools run by them. In the opinions of 
some others, Maktabs and Sanskrit tolls should be revived. Still others 
think that national education consists in introducing instruction on 
religion and such other things providing instruction through regional 
languages and bringing about reform in teaching methods in 
government schools. It appears that they are unable to think beyond 
the existing system and imagine a new one. It also seems that they 
have not fully understood the present condition of their country. The 
first task of the non-cooperation movement is to boycott government 
schools and colleges. The education they receive here has paralysed 
their minds and hearts and enslaved them. Over the last hundred years, 
this education has generated such attitudes and getting rid of them is 
extremely difficult, if not impossible. Overcoming these attitudes is 
the first step in achieving national education. No one would overlook 
the flaws of the present education system. Many representatives of 
the government a$ well as experienced educationists have pointed 
out these. No one claims that the education provided at national 
schools will be flawless and perfect. Human action can never be 
without flaws butattempts to attain perfection through eradication of 
these flaws fill human action with energy and vitality. Depending on 
the demands of time, the nature and form of education will differ. 
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National education should aim at endowing young men with the ability 
to render the Non-Cooperation Movement successful. Hundreds of 
thousands of people are needed to spread the message of non- 
cooperation among three hundred million Indians. Every house should 
have a spinning wheel and a loom to weave clothes, which would 
protect millions of people from the scorching heat of summer and 
the bittercold of winter. In this way, we would no longer have to 
depend on foreign countries. Our independence will lose alt its 
meaning unless food and clothes are provided to the people of our 
country.National education for Indians consists in an education that 
would save our hungry and naked countrymen from untimely death. 


(1921) 
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National Education and Sir Woodruff 


Now-a-days, one comes across everywhere in the country a 
movement aiming at the spread of national education. Thoughtful 
people have realized that modern methods of education have many 
shortcomings. The chief objective of national education is to fulfil 
national aspirations and it should be based on knowledge of the history 
of the nation. However, the present education system has a very 
different character. It has no connection with India's national identity. 
It is something completely new in the history of India. Every nation 
has a distinctive character of its own and its distinctiveness shapes 
its history. A nation remains alive as long as its distinctive character 
is nurtured and maintained. Education plays the most important role 
in preserving this distinctive character. Therefore, every nation must 
have its own unique education system. If the education system of 
one nation is imposed upon another, the latter would inevitably perish. 


An Indian system of education should be guided by its national 
tradition. But universities in India are modelled on Oxford and 
Cambridge in England. Universities in India follow the examples set 
by these universities and cherish the ideals they embody. In other 
words, modern education in India can be seen as a kind of education 
which a conquering nation introduces in the nation it has vanquishedin 
order to deprive it of its sense of identity and persuade it to adore its 
master. 2500 years ago, when human civilization was in an almost 
primitive stage, Alexander introduced a particular kind of education 
in the countries he had subdued. An education system similar to that 
has now been put in place in India. Alienated from their own ancient 
civilization, Indians now re-shape their lives on a foreign model. This 
foreign model has mesmerized and enslaved Indians. 


It is a matter of great satisfaction that India has awakened after 
long years of slavery and is trying to break the shackles of ignorance. 
It is not that only Indians have realized the shortcomings of the current 
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education system.Even an Englishman like Sir John Woodruff has 
expressed his apprehensions about the adverse consequences of the 
existing education system. He boldly stated his views before the 
Calcutta University Commission. Two years ago, he made the 
following insightful observations at a prize-giving ceremony: 


The kind of education based on the education system in England 
that is imparted in India is not at all desirable. Education is not about 
preparing someone to pass an examination. Only those who earnestly 
desire to develop India adopting Indian ways are suitable for educating 
people here. External control is inimical to the growth of life. 
Moreover, those who exercise that control are foreigners and it is 
extremely difficult on their part to understand India's needs and 
aspirations. So, there is nothing surprising about Indian education 
losing a sense of direction. It is a matter of regret that Indians are 
unable to notice the evil consequences of such an education system. 
They remain unaware of the unnaturalness of the education they 
receive, because, enthralled by this education system, they have 
destroyed their lives and national identities. They complete their 
edycation without knowing anything about their ancient history and 
their own country. To them, it seems as if the history of India 
commences after the Muslim invasion. Students' knowledge of history 
does not extend beyond Muslim rule and the expansion of British 
domination in India. They are utterly ignorant of their ancient 
scriptures and literature. They do not enjoy the right to receive 
university education through the medium of their own languages. Of 
course, I do not suggest that English language, western literature and 
science should form no part of the educational system in this country. 
All I want to say is that the education system of this country should 
have space for the study of Indian religion, literature and civilization. 
The less control the government exerts on the education system, the 
better. I am happy to note that schools are now being established at 
different places without seeking financial support from government. 
The government will surely extend financial help for the spread of 
education, but once educational institutions receive government 
support, the natives lose all control over these. In fact, to introduce 
an education system, which would aim at fulfilling India's national 
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hopes and aspirations, natives should set up schools at their own 
expense without waiting for funds from the government. National 
education will lose its distinctive character if those who want to impart 
it seek financial aid from the government. Now-a-days, in government 
schools and colleges, Indian students are led ‘to believe that their 
ancient national civilization is inferior, lifeless and insipid. They are 
told that their ancestors had no achievements to their credit and their 
achievement pales into insignificance when compared withthose of 
the glorious western civilization. When this is dinned into their ears 
repeatedly, they lose their self-confidence and consider their own 
civilization to be inferior and place their faith in the value of western 
education and civilization. It has therefore become necessary to make 
young men aware of the glory of ancient India through an education 
which has a genuine Indian character. When this happens, they will 
slowly overcome their obsession with western civilization, and their 
faith in their national identity and past glory will be revived. 


(1921) 
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Manmual Labour and Education 


Students of Odisha are fortunate in having Captain Pettavel at 
Utkal Students Conference. Everyone in the field of education is 
familiar with Pettavel. He has come to India at the invitation of the 
poet Rabindranath Tagore. Sir AsutoshMukharjee, former Vice 
Chancellor of Calcutta University who was an excellent judge of 
talent, admired Pettavel's vision and plans. Pettalvel's thoughts on 
education have recently been translated into reality by King 
Manindrachandra Nandi in several vocational schools in Calcutta. 
He is of the view that bookish learning is of no consequence. Since 
their knowledgeis derived entirely frombooks, educated people find 
themselves utterly handicapped when they have to deal with the real 
everyday world. For this reason, people belonging to different classes 
are unable to receive education. Education should include manual! 
labour. Students have to do physical labour while studying. There is 
nothing new about this idea. The Greek philosopher Plato was famous 
as an educationist. In his manual on education Platorecommends that 
young students, while studying, should help adults in doing physical 
labour.In the education system prevalent in ancient India, education 
and physical labour were intimately interconnected. Students used to 
receive instructions at their teacher's house or at hermitage. No one 
had to pay fees at the end of the month. The pupils performed tasks 
such as taking the cows out to graze, building ridges, collecting 
firewood and deweeding fields. They looked upon their teacher's 
house as their own and never felt reluctant to do all the household 
chores they would do at héme. This not only brought financial benefits 
to the hermitage, it also enabled students to gain valuable experience 
about everyday life from a tender age. They also learned how to work 
as members of a close-knit team. These days, the educated look down 
upon tasks such asdeweeding a field and spading the soil. Such 
thoughts would never cross the minds of students in a hermitage. 
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Since they were engaged in such productive labour, students in ancient 
times had no financial worries. When their student days came to an 
end and they led the life of a householder, they were ready to take up 
any kind of work to make a living.Compared to them, the educated 
young men of today appear to be pathetic creatures. They cannot see 
anything beyond getting a job. They might deliver lectures on the 
dignity of labour, but they are absolutely unwilling to do any physical 
labour themselves. They are weak mentally as well as physically. They 
would find it difficult to cover a distance of only four kilometres on 
foot. They do not have the guts to explore any other option than 
doing a government job. Anyway, if education is linked to labour, the 
lives of students will certainly change for the better and they will 
achieve self-reliance. If this happens,many poor students who 
demeanthemselves by approaching others for financial aid may not 
have to undergo such humiliation.We are told that, in the USA, 
students eam their own livelihood and pay for their education. But 
we do not know how wide-spread this practice is in the USA and to 
what extent students actually do so. Everyone would accept that Indian 
students should emulate their American counterparts. This is the need 
of the hour in India. In Odisha, this practice needs to be followed 
more urgently than anywhere else. Many students are engulfed in the 
darkness of rural areas in Odisha on account of their poverty. Many 
subject themselves to the humiliation of seeking help from others. 
Some of them give up halfway through. Worries, anxieties and want 
weigh them down. No wonder then that their feelings do not find 
expression and they fail to experience life to the fullest. Rather than 
receive a little education, they take up a job fit for a dog to survive.It 
would be hundred times better not to go to school at all and make a 
living spading soil in a field. Of course, linking education and physical 
labour is no easy task. It is also difficult to say how far it will be 
possible to intimately couple the two under the existing education 
system. Pettavel Sahib has not been very successful in this regard. In 
the recent past, at a few places in India, attempts have been made to 
bring about a synthesis of education and physical labour. As we know, 
at Satyabadi School, in its initial stage, an attempt at doing this had 
been made. Here, pupils used to engage in farming, gardening, 
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weaving clothes and doing carpentry. After undergoing training for a 
few days, they received small amounts of money for their daily work. 
Some students of Satyabadi never felt embarrassed about earning a 
little money by carrying the luggage of passengers at the railway 
station. However, it is a matter of regret that this experiment did not 
get very far due to lack of time and convenience. Experimenting with 
something new may involve the loss of a lot of money. Failures in the 
earlier stages of the experiment should not deter one from going 
forward. If one does not possess such patience, courage and 
confidence, one should never engage in such experiments. Had 
SatyabadiSchool not got affiliated to a government university and 
preserved its identity as a national school, we would perhaps found 
more opportunities for carrying out this experiment. In the prevailing 
education system, the scope for linking education to physical labour 
is extremely narrow. The chief aim of students is to pass the university 
examination. At universities so many subjects are now taught through 
the medium of foreign languages. So students have to spend a lot of 
time trying to comprehend their subjects of study. Teachers are not 
allowed to design the curriculum keeping the attitudes and interests 
of the students in mind. Students have to study whatever is prescribed 
to them. As a result, much time and energy of the students of our 
country gets wasted. They do not have the time or the inclination to 
do physical labour. Above all else, they have lost the energetic vigour 
and spirit they used draw from the practice of bramhacharya earlier. 
They are now devoid of qualities such as patience, humility and 
obedience. Many young men studying in schools and colleges find 
themselves in the grip of the love of luxury, idleness, arrogance and 
laxity. In order to interlink education and physical labour, we have to 
change the present system and its methods and later we should change 
the timings, subjects, place and scope. To achieve this end, we need 
sincere and trust-worthy teachers, who will be able to transform the 
classroom into a place animated by love. In the true sense of the 
term, this is what our national school be like. At a national school, 
one would not be expected to focus only on reading books. Students 
must use their eyes, ears, noses, legs and hands actively. A human 
being can do wondersif he/she combines mental and physical faculties. 
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He/she will not have to depend on others to earn a livelihood. For 
this reason, Gandhi insists on children spinning yarn at national 
schools. Activities such as growing cotton, making spinning wheels, 
carding cotton, weaving clothes and preparing dyes are integrally 
connected to occupations such as carpentry, farming, dyeing and 
weaving. The chief objective of national education is therefore to 
link book learning to vocational activities. A national school has been 
founded recently at Satyabadi. The experiments conducted here in 
the past will provide a foundation for experiments being carried out 
at present. It will also benefit from the prestige the school attained in 
the past and from the lessons learnt from past experience. It is therefore 
needless to say that Satyabadi provides an ample field for Pettavel's 
educational experiments. Students of Odisha should reflect seriously 
upon the necessity for carrying Pettavel's ideas and plans into effect 
in view of the situation that prevails in our country at present. Unless 
at least a few dedicated persons involvethemselves avidly in this 
experiment, the efforts that went into organizing this conference will 
be in vain. Pettavel's presiding over this conference will amount to 
nothing and the numerous resolutions passed here will be no more 
than boastful assertions of the impotent. Satyabadi will provide an 
ideal space for those who want to conduct the experiment mentioned 
above. 


(1927) 
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The Importance of 
Vocational Education 


In our country, education isincreasinglybecoming more 
expensive.Things have come to sucha pass that poor students find it 
difficult to receive education.This year, fees for students of Cuttack 
College have been hiked. Students who found it difficult to pay four 
rupees towards their fees will now have to pay five, six and seven 
rupees depending on the class in which they are studying. The fees 
have been hiked not only at Cuttack College, but also in all colleges 
in the province. Of course, we have to admit that the quality and 
methods of university education are improving day by day. The 
number of college teachers has increased. But it would be a matter of 
regret if many young men desirous of receiving education in the 
country would be deprived of the opportunity of getting educated. 
Moreover, the fee for the entrance examination of Calcutta University 
has been raised. This may not present difficulties to students belonging 
to affluent families. But how many such students can one find in our 
country? Who have not seen poor students running from pillar to 
post to arrange fees before a university examination? Even after they 
pass the examination they undergo untold hardship and experience 
acute anxieties before enrolling themselves in higher classes. 
Authorities of the education department and of the university may 
well say, 'If students can pay four rupees by way of their fees, why 
cannot they pay six. And one, who can pay fifteen rupees towards 
his/her fees, can easily pay twenty'. "Atmabatmanyatejagat", which 
means "Self-centred people can never see the world from others' 
perspectives". They do not even know how a common man in our 
country earns even a rupee after enduring lots of hardship.They 
assume that students coming from poorer families are also accustomed 
to a life of luxury and comfort like their own. Who does not know 
that many students attend classes at schools and colleges on empty 
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stomach or many suppress hunger because they cannot afford 
breakfast; driven by want, many of them drop out of schools and 
colleges. 


We have heard some people say that those who cannot afford 
higher education should not pursue it. But in our country, university 
education is meant not only for the acquisition of knowledge but also 
for creating opportunities for earning a livelihood.Most of those who 
receive a university education are busy seeking opportunities for 
making a living. However, those wishing to acquire knowledge for 
its own sake should be allowed to do so. We have always stressed 
that human beings are the children of light. But everyone, irrespective 
of their circumstances, freely receives the light of the sun and the 
moon. The light spread by great saints in the world of religion 
illuminates the lives of everyone, from an ordinary man to a king and 
from a poor man to the rich. Why should then somebody's 
circumstances prove an obstacle to his/her receiving the light of 
knowledge? 


Who can deny that many who are born in poor families are 
possessed of great talent! Many who have performed extraordinary 
deeds and have generated new knowledge were children of poor 
parents. How can one find out what talents lie hidden in a person 
unless they have been put to test? If education becomes unaffordable, 
many students will not be able to afford it. Not many students from 
affluent families will achieve excellence in the field of education. As. 
a result, the number of brilliant and educated persons in society will 
decrease. Will such a situation be conducive to the spread of 
education? A lot of measures are taken in Europe and America to 
help poor students pursue their studies. Many of them work in a factory 
during the summer vacation and the wages thus earned enable them 
to finance their school or college education during winter. If such 
opportunities are made available to students in our country, they will 
surely not hesitate to take advantage of them. Some students in our 
country eam a little money by cooking meals for others and a few 
finance their studies by giving private tuitions. There is no doubt that 
our students will be prepared to do physical labour to eam money if 
such opportunities are offered to them. If places where students could 
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work for wages exist alongside schools and colleges we would benefit 
a lot from them. 


We carried out such an experiment to help poor students at 
Satyabadi School for a year. They worked at the fields, gardens and 
carpentry workshops for a few hours a day and devoted their remaining 
hours to their studies. Arrangements were made to provide them with 
extra coaching at night, but this initiative did not yield the desired 
result. One could explain why this happened: the chief aim of students 
was to get through the matriculation examination. For one thing, these 
poor students did not benefit from the regular classes held for five 
hours every day and again, hard physical labour done during the day 
made them feel tired at night.Getting teaehers to instruct them at 
night involved additional expenses. Our experience led us to conclude 
that the existing education system left little room for this above- 
mentioned experiment. An experiment like this will succeed only 
when methods of instruction, the subjects taught, the school timings 
and the examination system are changed. The success of a new 
experiment depends upon the availability of money and time. We do 
not enjoy much freedom to conduct new experiments constrained as 
we are by the prevailing education system. Neither are we in a position 
to wait for the outcome of our experiments nor can we afford such 
anexperiment. But we are convinted that such an experiment will 
succeed if it is carried out by the government. 


However, these matters can be discussed in future. What solution 
can be suggested now to the problems faced by students of Cuttack 
College, who have to pay enhanced fees? The authorities should have 
postponed this decisionat least for a year. A famine has struck Odisha 
and everyone has been affected by it, more or less. The hiked fees 
will inevitably decrease the number of students at the College. But, 
for all you know, this state of affairs may please those who believe 
that fewer students in the classroom will improve the quality 
ofinstruction imparted to them! 
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The Paisa Fund and 
National Education 


I had created a Paisa Fund in 1917 when World War I was raging 
in Europe. The name for the fund was chosen because one was 
required to contribute to it only one paisa. The brochure of the fund 
stated that the fund collected in this way will be lent out to the 
government which would spend it on its war efforts and after the war 
ended, the money would bespent by the governmenton promoting 
education in Odisha. The letter of appeal carried my signature and 
that of my friend Brajasundar Das, who was then a member of Bihar- 
Odisha Council. But I had to shoulder the responsibility of meeting 
people in different places to secure their support giving them printed 
receipts for payment and publishing articles explaining this initiative 
in newspapers. We talked to the Inspector of Education and secured 
the support of his department for our efforts. In those days, I was 
busy travelling all the time. I therefore could not receive money orders 
sent from various places to my address. So I requested the Principal 
of Ravenshaw College to receive these money orders on my behalf 
and deposit them at the post office in a war account. This arrangement 
was made because I thought, if a government officer is placed in 
charge of the fund, we wouldbe above suspicion. The Principal kindly 
accepted my request and asked his office to receive the money orders 
and got it deposited at the post office in his own name. But later, 
when I wrote to his office enquiring about the details of the fund, I 
received no reply.Everything was now left to the mercy of the clerks 
of the College and I now felt completely helpless. I had myself 
foolishly surrendered the control of the fund to them. The war ended. 
The annual session of the UtkalaSammilani was held at Chakradharpur 
in December 1920.Here, in response to my proposal, the decision to 
create a National Education Fund for Odisha was taken. A committee 


66 | Gopabandhu Das : Thoughts on Education 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


was set up to manage the fund and I was elected its secretary. There 
was at the time five thousand rupees in the fund. It was decided that 
this amount would form the core of the fund.National education did 
not mean an education system which was completely cut off from 
government. This is how those participating in the Non-Cooperation 
Movement would have defined it. To us, however, promoting the 
education of Odias was its primary purpose. Earlier, I made an attempt 
with the help of younger colleagues like Godabarish Mishra and 
Ananta Mishra to spread education through the medium of Odia in 
Odia-speaking tracts such as Phuljhar, Singhbhumi and Khadial lying 
outside Odisha. A few Odia primary schools were established in these 
areas. I wanted to run these schools and establish new ones with 
support from the fund. The Paisa Fund had been created with this 
objective in mind. After my proposal was accepted at 
UtkalaSammilani, I wrote to the Principal, Ravenshaw College to 
change the name of the Paisa Fund into the National EducationFund 
for Odisha. Around this time, the Non-Cooperation Movement was 
launched.I did not receive any reply to my letter from the Principal. 
Shortly afterwards, the Principal, Lambert Sahib went to Britain on 
leave and my correspondence with his successors did not yield any 
result. In 1922, I was jailed for two years. A session of 
UtkalaSammilani was held at Berhampur during this period. The 
matter of the Education Fund was discussed during the session and 
the decision to appoint ShriBiswanath Das as its secretary in my 
absence was taken. After this, Shri Das wrote several letters to the 
Principal of Ravenshaw College regarding the Fund but failed to get 
any money from it. After I was released from jail, I too wrote a few 
letters to the Principal. I requested Prof. PranakrushnaParija to 
intervene in the matter. At last, I myself went and met the Principal. 

He informed me that he had written to the government about the 

Fund.There was of course no need for him to write to government 
regarding the Fund since the money had been collected from the public 

through my personal efforts and the receipts given to the donors were 

signed by me. In a few instances, money had been collected through 

sub-inspectors of schools serving the Department of Education. At 

my request, the Principal had remained in charge of the Fund but I 


Gopabandhu Das : Thoughts on Education | 67 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


was the one who was accountable to the general public. By this time, 
Odia schools founded in places like Phuljhari and Singhbhum had to 
be closed on account of financial difficulties. The closure of the 
schools left me heart-broken. Had money from the Fund been released 
by the Principal on time, the National Education Fund for Odisha 
could have run these schools, which would have greatly contributed 
to the consolidation of Odia identity. Any intelligent Odia can easily 
imagine how we would have benefited from the spread of education 
in the medium of Odia, when the appointment of the Phillip-Duff 
Commission filled the people of Odia-speaking tracts lying outside 
Odisha with immense enthusiasm. When I learnt that the Principal 
had corresponded with the Government regarding the Fund, I too 
wrote to the Director of Education on the matter.For a long time I did 
not receive any replyfrom him. When I sent a reminder, I got a letter 
saying that the matter was under consideration. After returning to 
India, Lambert Sahib went to Patna assuming the office of Director 
of Education. He wrote to me on the 8th of this month. I met him and 
after a long discussion it was decided that money in the Fund will be 
spent on primary schools in the Odia-speaking tracts outside Odisha. 
The Fund will be managed by a committee comprising six members, 
who included the Inspector of Schools, Prof. Parija, Nilakantha Das, 
Laxminarayan Mohanty, Brajasundar Das and myself. This proposal 
was communicated to government by the Director; but I am not sure 
if it would be carried into effect. We argued over the question as to 
whether the interest accrued or money from the capital would be 
spent on the schools. The Director was in favour of spending only 
the interest accrued. But I held the view that, once the objective of 
the fund has been defined, the committee managing it would decide 
how money would be spent on realising this objective. If need arose, 
money would be withdrawn from the capital. At most, only three 
hundred rupees would be earned by way of interest, which would 
work out to twenty-five rupees a month. This will not contribute to 
the spread of education imparted through Odia in the Odia-speaking 
tracts lying outside Odisha. I had conceived of a plan and I also shared 
it with the Director: to raise more money for the Fund which would 
support efforts to promote Odia in Odia-speaking regions outside 
Odisha. Setting up a few schools in these areas over the next couple 
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of years and making them permanent with the help of the local district 
boards wouldsave us a lot of effort. It is of course to be expected that 
the Director or a school inspector, who is a foreigner, will not be able 
to understand problems relating to Odisha. I think that only a few 
among educated Odias are fully aware of the importance of the need 
to promote Odia in Odia-speaking areas lying outside Odisha. I told 
the Principalon his face that he has done Odisha a great dis-service 
by disregarding the decision of the UtkalaSammilani and not releasing 
money deposited in the Paisa Fundon time. Strangely, however, 
nobody's voice in Odisha has been raised against his action. 


Be that as it may, I hold myself accountable to the people of 
Odisha as far as the Paisa Fund is concerned. On a couple of occasions, 
a few people made enquiries about the Fund in newspapers. Some 

. have also asked me about it. For this reason, I have given this detailed 
account of what has happened for the benefit of the general public. 
In my opinion, neither the Principal nor government should say or do 
anything regarding the Paisa Fund. They have no right to go against 
the decision of the UtkalaSammilani, an organization which represents 
all the Odia-speaking tracts. A few government employees of the 
education department helped us in collecting contributions to the Fund 
as it was part of the effort to raise aloan for the War. I feel that 
providing such assistance does not give government any right to claim 
credit for the establishment of this Fund. However, to avoid delay 
and taking diverse opinions into account, I have communicated the 
above-mentioned proposal to the Principal in the hope that work en 
the project will begin as early as possible. I shall feel grateful if I 
receive suggestions regarding this matter. 


(1927) 
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Satyabadi School: People's Education 


The LoukikaBibhaga(LB) is another special feature of Satyabadi 
School. Its aim is to train village workers. Having given up their 
studies half-way through, lots of young men are now sitting idle in 
villages. Some of them have studied up to the middle school level 
and a few others have dropped out after studying in a higher class 
and some have passed or failed in their matriculation examination. A 
few have dropped out of colleges. Some of them are staying in their 
villages because they have failed to find employment opportunities 
or because they do not need a job or for some other reason. They 
have decided to stay in their villages and support themselves by 
managing family property. Of these, a few are yet to shoulder any 
family responsibilities and are wasting their time wandering aimlessly 
in their villages. Some among these young men are financially slightly 
better off; they spend an idle life. In the LB atSatyabadi School, such 
young men will be trained to support their families and to work 
towards the development of their villages. Students who are eighteen 
years of age or older will be enrolled in this section of the 
school.Whatever education they have received earlier will be 
considered important and useful. It would help if they have already 
received education up to the middle school level.A brief note is given 
on what kind of instruction will be imparted to them at this section of 
the School is given below. This will give them an idea about the 
objectives this section seeks to fulfil. 


1. Newspapers: By reading newspapers, these young men will 
get to know about the present situation prevailing in the country and 
they will no longer be ignorant and ill-informed like the proverbial 
frogs in the well even if they live in villages.Disseminating 
information published in newspapers, they can Shape the opinions of 


fellow villagers. 
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2. History and Geography: It is expected that they possess some 
knowledge of history and geography. However, to be better able to 
make sense of events reported in newspapers and to gain a deeper 
understanding of the past glory and the present situation of our country, 
they need to acquire a firm grasp of subjects such as history and 
geography. ¢ 

3. Literature: They will be made to go through books containing 
patriotic songs and discussion of current issues affecting our country. 
This will serve the purpose of instilling in them feelings of patriotism. 


4. Puranas: They will learn the essentials of the puranas. This 
will help them to eradicate superstitions among the villagers and will 
bring about their moral improvement. 


5. Reading the Gita and offering worship: This will be made a 
part of their daily routine. 


6. Maintaining accounts of zamindaris and moneylending 
7. Survey and measurement of land . 


8. Hindi: These days, if one knows Hindi one can travel through 
the whole of India with great ease without facing language barriers 
and there would be no need for him to learn English. It ts seen that 
people receive more warmly lectures in Hindi delivered at large public 
meetings organized by Congress and other political parties. 


9. English: It is good if some of them have already learnt 
English. Otherwise, they will be taught how to write addresses on 
letters, fillup money order forms in English and to read telegrams. 


10. The Administrative System: They will acquire knowledge 
about various aspects of India's administrative system, beginning with 
the duties of a chowkidar in a village to the powers and responsibilities 
of a Secretary. 


11. The Legal System: They should know about some sections 
of the criminal law, Odisha Tenancy Act, Chowkidari and Village 
Union acts, etc. They will also be given information on laws which 
affect the lives of ordinary people in villages. 
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12. Procedures Relating to Electing the Members of the District 
Boards, Municipality and the Council. They would also learn 
something about the rights of voters. 


13. They will be taught how to write to the board or newspapers 
expressing grievances of the people of a locality. 


14. Organizing meetings andprocedures to be followed while 
holding them. 


15. Spinning or some other village craft 
16. Farming and gardening 


17. Rules of Co-operative Societies: They will know about the 
rules needed to form co-operative societies and about their objectives. 


18. Village health and hygiene 


19. They will learn how to deal with illnesses in their early stages 
and cure minor illnesses. 


20. They will be taught about the origin and history of people's 
movements in India I 


In addition to these, they will receive general instructions on a 
few other subjects. They will complete this course within a year. 
These students will be provided with hostel accommodation. When 
they pass an examination at the end of the year, they will be given 
titles such as 'Gramadhyaksha' (Village head), 'Gramacharya' (Village 
teacher) and 'Pallinayak' (Village leader). One can be confident that, 
after they shoulder all kinds of responsibilities in their villages, they 
will emerge as rural leaders. Every village or chawkidari union should 
have at least one such trained worker. Arrangements will be made to 
enable these students to engage in development work in their own 
villages or in their areas after they pass out of Satyabadi. They can be 
paid some remuneration through some village organizations run along 
the lines of a co-operative. ~ 


(1928) 
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Appendix 


A Report of The Satyabadi School 
1912-13 to 1917-18 


Beneficent as the present system of education has been to this 
country, it is by no means perfect; and some of its defects have now 
become patent. It does not suit the conditions of the people in several 
particulars and cannot therefore completely meet the requirements. 
The sore need for India even at present is education, and for Orissa it 
is the sorest. Seven years before the Satyabadi School came into being 
some of its workers, then at college and school keenly recognised 
this supreme need for their people and felt a vague anxiety, peculiar 
to young minds, when first struck with a noble inspiring idea. Happily 
this was not a passing thought. With the advance of years it began to 
settle down as a fixed idea which they made up their minds to work 
out. Several means for promoting education in Orissa were now 
discussed and at last the establishment of a school was decided upon, 
as the first step. Then came the question of funds, of teachers, of the 
character of the school and the method of its working, which naturally 
led to an examination of the prevailing system. 


The following features of the present system pressed upon the 
attention of the organisers as calling for remedy, 


1. The daily increasing, cost of education, 

2. Buildings and furniture as necessary factors of efficiency, 
3. Aversion of students to manual labour, 
4 


The want of the old world familiar relation between the teacher 
and the pupil, 


wn 


The unsuitable surroundings of schools in towns, 


6. Necessity for moral and business training. 
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THE REMEDY 


1. The organisers believe that it is the right of every individual 
to be educated. Like the physical light of the sun and the moon and 
like the spiritual light dispensed freely among mankind from age to 
age, the intellectual light should be liberally imparted to those that 
are in need of it. But a reversion to this ancient course of India is 
almost impossible in these days and could not be successfully 
attempted by the young batch of workers who all come from families 
without much competency. But much of oureducational cost might 
be curtailed without any sacrifice of efficiency. This attempt at 
minimising the cost suggested the idea of the open-air school to which 
the tradition of the old Gurukul still lingering In some Pathasalas and 
Tols lent support. It was out of question to engage teachers on high 
pay. Tuition fee should be lowjjust enough to meet the bare demands 
of the institution and the boarding life of students should be simple. 


2.Bricks and mortar do not make a school, nor the desks and 
galleries. To make teachingefficient there must be efficient teachers; 
and even the efficiency of a teacher does not always lie inhigh 
educational attainment but in the spirit and devotion with which he 
works. The single-mindeddevotion of a teacher is possible when he 
is sufficiently remunerated so as to be above all possiblewants or if 
he takes a lifelong vow of poverty to serve education as his life's 
calling. The formeralternative could not be adopted. 


3. If the aim of education were to make young men fit for the 
battle of life, our education hassignally failed to attain this object, in 
as much as the young men that come out of our schools andcolleges 
find themselves fit for nothing except desk work. Although the area 
of education in this countryis still limited and cannot compare 
favourably with that in other countries, the employment of many ofour 
educated men in some useful occupation has now become a serious 
problem. It was decided thatin the school to be started sufficient 
provision should be made for the exercise of the hand, eye andother 
limbs of the body. With this object in view, not only an effective 
system of gymnastic exercisesbut also an active technical training in 
industry and agriculture was included in the programme ofstudy. 
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4.Want of intimate touch of the teacher with the pupil in our 
present system and the consequentwant of mutual faith and confidence 
are admittedly responsible for some of the unhappy results in 
oureducational institutions. The real moulding of the character of a 
student is affected not so much in theclass room as on the playground, 
in the dining hall and in idle hours. Constant companionship 
isnecessary and this is possible only in a Boarding School which the 
workers aimed at in their veryconception of the school. 


5. In the opinion of the best authorities, ancient and modern, 
educational institutions should belocated away from towns, amidst 
quiet, healthy surroundings. This is more necessary for this 
countrywhich is rural in its nature and tradition, but where, of late, 
the educated people have become soindifferent to village life and 
consequently a communion between the educated and their tess 
advancedcountry neighbours is wanting. So the proposed schoo! was 
to be started in some country place. 


6. In the purely secular character of our present education the 
necessity of mora! and religioustraining has to be recognised as very 
serious and pressing. Moreover our education has become tooliterary. 
A little business training is an absolute want. It was also thought 
necessary that our young menshould be made to appreciate the value 
of morality in business. 


INITIAL STEPS 


The intending young workers divided themselves into working 
and earning members. The duty of an earning member was to finance 
the scheme as best as they could by earning money either by service, 
profession or any other honest means; while a working member had 
to do the actual teaching work with a nominal allowance just sufficient 
to meet the ordinary necessaries of life. A member of one class, if he 
liked, might come to the other class. This division was made when 
all the workers were at college except one,the present Secretary, who 
was the earning member. 


Search was made for a suitable site for the work at different 
centres in the mofussil of Orissa ever since the proposal of starting a 
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school and the organisers consulted some of their college friends in 
the matter. The choice at last fell on Satyabadi, where the spacious 
bakul garden met with the approval of our friend and patron, the late 
lamented Rai Madhusudan Rao Bahadur, the then Inspector s of 
Schools, Orissa Division. The following are-the reasons in justification 
of the selection. 


1. Satyabadi is very close to Puri and is within easy reach of 
Cuttack. 


2. It has a Railway Station Sakhigopal, B.N. R. ten minutes’ 
walk from the school, a Post and Telegraph Office, a Hospital 
and a Police Station. 


3. Biest with all the advantages of a town, it has the country 
calmness and repose so necessary and beneficial for study 
and for the healthy development of the body and character. 

4. The place is healthy, living comparatively cheap, and the 
sight extremely picturesque. 

5. About all the pilgrims to Puri from different parts of India 
pay a visit to the place; and this gives the students an 
opportunity to get a comprehensive idea of the country. 

6. It is the centre of many populous Brahman villages, where 
the people are extremely conservative. But their opinions and 
sentiments, more or less, influence the social life of Orissa. 

7. Associations of the glory and heroism of ancient Orissa 
gather round the local presiding deity, Satyabadi 
(Sakhigopal) who was brought from Kanjiverum to Orissa 
as a body by the powerful Oriya King. Purusottam Dev in 
the 15th century. 


Subsequent appreciation of the place by eminent authorities bears 
witness to the propriety of the selection. _ 


ESTABLISHMENT 
FIRST PERIOD 


| The work was started at Satyabadi on the 12th of August, 1909, 
in the shape of a Middle English School with 19 students. The working 
members were then all at college and the start might have been 
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postponed for a year or two. But the idea had long been working and 
the young bandwas rather a bit impatient of delay. The time was 
thought opportune. Two Middle Vernacular Schools within an area 
of a mile from Satyabadi were just abolished. The place wanted a 
school, better managed and better equipped. The people would prefer 
a Middle English to a Middle Vernacular School. Babu Gopinath 
Das, B.A. of Sri Ramachandrapur was for some time trying to have 
an M.E. School in his village in place’ 6f the abolished Middle 
Vernacular School and spent a large amount on that account. 
Advantage was taken of his zeal for the education of his village, 
which being so close to Satyabadi, he gladly consented to transfer 
his help to the new institution. At first, the school used to sit for some 
time in the bungalow of the Satyabadi Temple Committee. One acre 
of land in the garden of the Temple was acquired on lease for the 
purpose of the school. The open-air system which was in the idea of 
the organisers might have been tried from the beginning in the garden 
taken with that object in view. But then it was the rainy season and 
the necessity of a house was obvious. A house simply for protection 
from sun and shower would necessarily be a thatched one; and in 
about a year it was erected with brick masonry walls, but not without 
much loss and trouble generally inevitable to the lot of those whohave 
to do any costly work without funds. The organisers had not however 
to go out for funds and materials, which were collected from Satyabadi 
and its neighbouring villages. The school was duly recognised by the 
Department as a Middle English School, and the number on the roll 
gradually increased. The school was managed by a Committee with 
Babu Gopabandhu Das as Secretary. The rate of tuition fee was 
nominal and a very small income was available from that source, the 
deficit being paid by subscription. 


In fair weather, the classes were held on raised payments under 
the shades of trees to give a trial to the open air idea; and in this 
nothing was found to complain against. 


It was on the 11th of October, 1911 that Babu Nilakantha Das, 
one of the working members, after having obtained his M.A. degree, 
joined the work. In the next January the Fourth Class of a High school 
was opened and another working member, Babu Ramachandra Ratha 
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joined the staff. The good name of the school and the spirit with 
which it was conducted spread gradually and attracted pupils from 
different parts of the district. But nearer home a danger to the 
continuance of the school was brewing at the instigation of some 
envious people who did all they could, in the name of society and 
religion, to injure the work. Misfortune never comes alone. A calamity 
came upon the infant institution. On March 22,1912 the school house 
suddenly took fire. It had been then well equipped with all necessary 
furniture and appliances and a good library; but everything was burnt 
down. The walls of the house that stood after the fire also gave way 
to a cyclone a few days after. The total loss was estimated at about 
Rs. 5000. The organisers received this as a divine ordinance to test 
their devotion to the work and as if to drive them quite out of the 
house to depend for their work entirely on the open air in which they 
so much believed. Pandit RamaballavMisra, the then Collector of 
Puri, bears testimony to the quiet faith of the workers during his visit 
shortly after the incident. 


He Says: 


* * Theroof of the school house has been destroyed by fire 
only recently; and the mystery asto how it caught fire has not yet 
been and will never be cleared up. * * The most valuable loss that 
theschool has incurred by the mishap is that of its Library which, it is 
said, was worth Rs, 1.000. 


1 was pleased to notice the spirit of self-help among the executive 
of the school. The classes are now being held under the shade of the 
trees near the school house and the work of teaching is going on as if 
nothing has happened. 


Mr. J. Maclean, M.A., Inspector of Schools, in his visit after the 
accident, writes: 


* * The school has suffered a series of misfortunes during the 


past year. On the 22nd Marchthe furniture, roof and other parts of the 
building were destroyed by fire; the walls that remained standingwere 
razed to the ground by the cyclone of the 31st October. The School is 
now being held under thetrees of the compound. * * The zeal of 
the promoters and teachers of the school is highlycommendable. 
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God fulfils his purpose in many ways. Our misfortune rather 
helped our cause. We received sympathy from several quarters and 
the circle of our friends and supporters was widened and our faith 
deepened. Efforts were made to raise funds for the construction of a 
house which was planned to have walls three or four feet high and a 
corrugated roof. But at the suggestion of some friends this plan was 
abandoned as unsuited and inadequate to meet the requirements of 
the University for the purpose of a High School, for the establishment 
of which we felt more eager than ever. Another worker Babu Harihar 
Das, then so well known in Cuttack for his ability and success as a 
teacher in the P.M. Academy, resigned his post there and entered our 
staff. 


We were now enabled to open the third and second classes, which 
was done in January, 1913. As students from distant places swelled 
in number, hostel accommodations were provided on a larger scale 
Thatched sheds, built for the school to sit in during the rains, used to 
be converted into boarding houses when the season was over. In the 
course of this process one extensive shed was destroyed by cyclone. 
And, in fact, our work in this department has been one of continuous 
destruction and construction. 


Our activities were redoubled and hopes more brightened when 
another of our workers, Babu GodavarisMisra, M.A. was received 
into the staff working completely in the open air with the wide sky 
above and the green vegetations of the beautiful garden beneath. He 
joined on the 1st of May, 1913 and was followed shortly after by 
another worker, Babu Basudev Mahapatra. We had now a sufficient 
number of hands to carry on the teaching work of a High School. 
What was wanted was a building, one -perhaps the principal and 
most costly one - of the requisites for a High School under the rules 
of the University. We were not then in a position to preach the efficacy 
of the open air system and we would then perhaps be misunderstood 
as trying to make a virtue of necessity. In these days, when so much 
money of the Education Department is spent on buildings, it is no 
wonder that occasionally we would despair of raising a suitable 
building to meet with the approval of the authorities. We sometimes 
seriously considered whether we would try for a recognised High 
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School or only to keep classes on open-air lines up to a certain standard 
privately to coach up boys for the Matriculation Examination, and to 
devote our money, energy and attention to the establishment of 
industrial classes originally included in our programme. But an 
institution of this character could hardly attract pupils in a place like 
Orissa. The feelings of some guardians were, however, gauged and 
their general unwillingness to send their boys for private coaching, 
as also the disinclination of students for technical education decided 
the question in fayour of a recognised school. Industrial classes had 
necessarily to be postponed and all our efforts were now directed 
towards the construction of the necessary building. 


In the meantime, the Matriculation Class was opened with the 
students we had in our Second Class promoted in due course. Another 
of our pledged workers, Babu Krupasindhu Mishra, took his M. A. 
degree in 1914 and immediately came to the school with a heart and 
mind long prepared for the task. It is needless to say that a succession 
of such qualified and sincere workers raised the institution in the 
estimation of the public and promised permanency and stability of 
the work. Babu BanchanidhiMisra, Matriculate Kavyatirtha, has in 
the meantime completed his period of probation and is now a working 
member. Some others are still under probation. Some young men 
now at college are expected shortly. 


SECOND PERIOD 


The second period of the school begins with our application to 
the University of Calcutta for its recognition as a High English School. 
The application was made in January, 1914. The enemies of the school, 
for it had a number of opponents-and what good cause has not? - did 
now all they could to poison the authorities. But thanks to the open- 
mindedness of the educational authorities, one and all, were 
favourably impressed with the work when they saw it with their own 
eyes. At this stage, there were some yery serious difficulties with 
regard to the lease of the land which arose out of personal differences 
among the members of the Satyabadi Temple Committee. These were, 
however, fortunately got over and a lease was obtained from the 
Committee which has thenceforward been sympathetically helping 
the school in more ways than one as it had used to do before. 
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The recognition was not obtained as early as was expected, as 
the question of our taking aid from the Government was considered 
by the Department authorities before they recommended the school 
for recognition to the University. An aid from the Government would 
have fairly contributed to the financial stability of the school. But 
there were other consideration which outweighed this advantage. On 
the acceptance of the grant the school was to conform to the standard 
rate of fees from the students and of remuneration to the teachers, 
whereby the primary object of the school, to make education cheap 
without the sacrifice of efficiency, would have suffered and the 
fundamental principle of self-help and self-sacrifice almost lost. 
Working as it does in a mofussil centre of Orissa, the School has 
afforded shelter mostly to poor children for whom even a small 
increase in their monthly charges become too heavy to bear. These 
our difficulties were explained to the authorities who were kind 
enough to realise the peculiar conditions under which we have had to 
work and did not insist upon our taking grant. At last, the recognition 
of the school was obtained on 25th November, 1914 provisionally 
for one year. The recognition gave much relief and satisfaction to our 
friends and supporters, and quieted the opponents into a spirit of 
friendliness. As it was then late in the year the more hopeful ones of 
the few students we had in the Matriculation Class had already been 
advised to go to some other school for appearing at the Matriculation 
Examination. Thank God they all passed. The School, however, sent 
only two students, one of whom passed. The result of the next year 
was better. Of the 22 sent up 14 came out successful. In 1917, 22 
went up to the examination and 15 passed. This year, we have sent up 
44. The recognition of the School by Calcutta University was 
continued on the recommendation of the Inspector of Schools who 
visit the Institution annually in his capacity as University Inspector. 
But on the 12th September, 1917 permanent recognition was received 
from the Calcutta University. And now, under the provision of the 
Patna University Act, this school has come under the New University 
with its status quo as a permanently recognised institution. 


Gopabandhu Das : Thoughts on Education | 81 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


Some of the Special Features and Functions of the 
Institution 


1. The Open-Air System 


The novel feature which this school possesses and with which it 
has favourably impressed high authorities is; as has already veen 
indicated, its open air system. The usefulness and advantages of this 
system are with us a matter of conviction and every reasonable 
opportunity is taken to promulgate the system in the Education 
Department. In the Conference of the Head Masters and Deputy 
Inspectors of Schools, held under the presidentship of the Inspector 
of Schools, Orissa Division, in 1915, our Head Master read a paper- 
An Open-air School- in which the results of our experiment of the 
system were embodied and a suggestion made for its extension. It is 
no [little satisfaction to us that the Director of Public Instruction, Behar 
and Orissa, has lately issued a circular for planting shady trees along 
school compounds on the proposal of the Inspector of Schools, Orissa 
Division, made at the suggestion of the Secretary of the Satyabadi 
School. Since his visit to our school, when he heartily appreciated 
our open air system, the Hon'ble Mr. J.G. Jennings, M.A., when 
Director of Public Instruction, Behar and Orissa, has, it is understood, 
got a plan of school house prepared for the experiment of the system 
in Primary schools... Such recognitions are undoubtedly a great relief 
when costly buildings are considered essentially necessary for 
efficient teaching. The following extracts from the remarks of some 


of the distinguished visitors to the school show their appreciation of 
the system. 


The Hon'ble Mr. J.G. Jennings, on his first visit, records: 


| ui I found the classes being held under the trees in the garden 
adjoining the school grounds. The garden is extremely beautiful, 


and the trees, shady. During the cool weather this open air teaching 
has much to be said in its favour. 


On his second visit he again observes: 


** With the arrival of the cold weather the classes returned to 
the grove where they were held before. It is the intention of the 
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authorities (of the school) to hold the school thus in the open air as a 
regular thing, weather permitting. The surroundings are very charming 
and the open air classes thoroughly characteristic. 


Dr. A. Lancaster, M D. (Lond.), on Special Duty for 
Tuberculosis Enquiry, 


oe In connection with my work I am naturally interested to 
a special degree in all attempts to familiarize the people with work 
under open air conditions; and it was delightful to see how thoroughly 
the school was being run on simple open air lines without any sacrifice 
of real efficiency. The way in which the classes are isolated from one 
another by the undergrowth in the beautiful leafy groves, where tuition 
was being carried on, was especially noteworthy. There was marked 
absence of the glare which is so often associated with open air 
education. 


It was difficult to avoid some feeling of regret that the new 
buildings, necessitated by the recent affiliation (recognition) of the 
school to the University, should be of a character so different to the 
remainder of the school. One would have thought that these buildings 
also might have been of a simple character, affording necessary 
protection under more completely open air conditions. 


Mr. R- Me Combe, Inspector of Schools, writes in his visiting 
remarks: 


** It is a pity that the building does not harmonise better with 
the general open air idea of the school. I am sure that if the authorities 
had anticipated the chorus of approval which their project has elicited 
from inspecting officers, they would have devised a school house 
which could have been completed by now with the outlay already 
made and which would have sheltered the boys without depriving 
them of air. The scheme has advanced too far now to be altered. 
However, a valuable lesson has been learnt from the experiment here 
made. It is clear that a High School in India can be efficiently 
conducted through the greater part of the year in the open air, provided 
it possesses a piece of land shaded by plenty of trees. And it appears 
that for use in the rains a building of the simplest description, 
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consisting mainly of the roof and partition walls, is all that is required. 
It is strange that it has taken so many generations to make this 
discovery. 


The dining hall is suggestive of the manner in which the school 
building might have been designed. The front of it is entirely open to 
the outer air. 


Mr. W. V. Duke, Inspector of Schools, observes in his remarks: 


* * It was delightful visiting classes out of doors under the thick 
shade of many trees instead of in stuffy class rooms. There can be no 
doubt that the Indian cold weather is eminently suited to such out-of- 
door teaching. But, on the other hand, in very few places does one 
find such natural advantages as are found in Satyabadi. The boys are 
provided with mats to sit on, and lowsloping desks to write on. The 
black-boards were hung on convenient tree trunks, as was also the 
routine card of each class. There is no want of space here; and the 
classes are so far apart that no class can be disturbed by another. 
There was also no glare owing to the splendid protection afforded by 
the groves. A slight shower of rain, which fell while I was visiting the 
classes, did not even penetrate to us. 


Mr. F. P. Dixon, District Magistrate, Puri, remarks: 


** 1 was much impressed by the open air system and by the 


rare and singular goodfortung this school enjoys in the ideal grove at 
its disposal for teaching under old time conditions. 


Sir K. G. Gupta notes: 


* * The site has been well chosen. It * * jis covered with many 
ever green trees whichform into little groves that are used as classes 
for imparting instruction in the open air. _ 


Justice Sir AsutoshMookherjee writes on his visit to the school: 


* * They (the organisers of the school) have further realised that 
true education is possiblewithout expensive and luxurious equipment; 
indeed sugh equipments are rather a hindrance thanan assistance to 
the cause of the spread of education among an essentially poor people. 
Indians inthe old days were accustomed to receive sound education 
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and culture without appreciable expenditureof money; under altered 
conditions that may no longer be possible; but it cannot be denied 
that manywell-meaning people labour under the delusion that 
expensive buildings and other like agencies areessential for the spread 
of education. The promoters of this school have set a laudable example 
to thecontrary. 


His Honour Sir Edward Gait, Lieutenant Governor, Behar 
and Orissa, remarks on his visit to the school: 


* * I was also greatly impressed by the system of teaching in the 
open air, instead of in crowded class rooms. It is to be hoped that the 
boys will thus learn to appreciate the advantages of fresh air, and 
will do their best to discourage amongst their relatives the pernicious 
practice of shutting out air from their houses, which is at present so 
common, and which in many parts is causing a terrible spread of 
tubercular diseases. . 


2. Seats 


The use of benches is almost dispensed with. Our boys sit on 
mats spread on the ground, as they generally do at home; and 
lowsloping desks are placed before them. Thanks to the open- 
mindedness and liberal spirit of the Departmental authorities who 
have sanctioned this old world system not only in this school but also 
are giving it a trial in Primary Schools, where experiment of all new 
educational ideas should first be started. The advantages of this system 
over the now prevailing system of bench seats are obvious in the 
case of Indian students. It is in keeping with their habits and gives 
them sufficient latitude for the free movement of the different parts 
of their legs in the change of their posture. Boys are found more at 
home on their mats than on benches. This system was shown and 
explained to the Hon'ble Mr. Jennings in his second visit to our school, 
when Director of Public Instruction and he appreciated the wisdom 
of it. He writes: 


* * I found the boys sitting on benches without desks before 
them. On my remarking uponthe injury likely to occur to the boy's 
physique from this practice, I learnt that on ordinary occasions 
theclasses sit upon strips of matting on the ground and use their 
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benches as tables or desks. At my request two classes were arranged 
in this manner, which, 1 found, was much preferred by the boysand 
teachersand 1 am informed that the parents prefer it also. If the benches 
used as desks were sloped and were not quite so high, the arrangement 
would be quite satisfactory. 


The bench seats have not, however, been totally done away with 
as the new system was to be cautiously introduced as an 
experiment. The existence of the two kinds of seats side by side affords 
opportunity to judge their comparative merits; and the new one stands 
the test successfully and to advantage. 


3. School Hour 


The school sits form 10-30 to 4 as any other public school of the 
present day. And in the three summer months,March,April and May, 
the classes are held twice a day from 6 to 9 in the morning and 3 to 5 
in the afternoon. This summer system is found to work better than 
the usual system of continuous working in the middle part of the day 
when the student feels a little leisure absolutely necessary. In common 
with some of the best authorities of the modern times we hold 
responsible the present system of working hours in our educational 
institutions for the ill health and disease of our youths. It is to be 
admitted that our summer system is only possible in a school where 
most of the boys are boarders or live close to the school. 


4. Physical Exercises 


Great attention is paid to the physical exercise of the boys. In 
case of boarders who form the major portion of the students of the 
school daily physical exercise for three quarters before evening is 
compulsory,exemptionbeing granted only on grounds of illness and 
other physical disabilities, temporary or permanent. In cases where 
hard exercise is considered inadvisable the boys are given some useful 
work, such as gardening, book binding, hedge making etc., where 
the different limbs of their body may get some exercise. Besides the 
English games, Indian athletic exercises are practised in which the 
teachers take part with the boys. Compulsion enforced in this matter 
has created a habit and taste in the students for manly exercises. 
Eminent authorities who visited our school have all been impressed 


86 | Gopabandhu Das : Thoughts on Education 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


with the proficiency and skill exhibited by our students in physical 
exercises. 


5. Social Service 


This is considered as a part of the school work. No opportunity 
is lost which gives the boys a chance to work for their neighbours. 
They work always with their teachers. During the outbreak of cholera, 
teachers and students go round the neighbouring villages in batches 
distributing medicine (homeopathic) among the patients and giving 
them other necessary help as best as they can. The total expenditure 
incurred on this head during the last six years including the charges 
for the hostel, amount to Rs. 1068-8. It is by this social service that 
the school earned the goodwill and favour of the people even at a 
time when there was opposition from interested parties. Help is often 
rendered to pilgrims to Sakhigopal. When any of them is attacked 
with cholera or any other serious disease the boys and teachers carry 
him to the local hospital. Often people dying without friends and 
relatives do not fail to get the last neighbourly service. They are taken 
to the cremation ground for funeral. When any house in the 
neighbourhood takes fire, the boys and teachers do all they can to 
extinguish it. Their efforts have saved many people from misery. The 
services of the school are always sought by the Jagannath Temple 
and also by the authorities at Puri for the distribution of water and 
fans among the pilgrims on the Car Festival day. In recognition of 
this service in 1913, the late Pandit Ramaballav Mishra, the then 
District Magistrate of Puri, wrote to the Secretary: 


* * Your volunteers did splendid work yesterday for which I am 
very thankful. 


And it is to this work that the Pilgrim Sanitary Commission of 
Behar and Orissa refer in their report in the following terms: 


** During our visit to Puri we had an opportunity of watching 


volunteers at work amongstthe crowds at the RathaJatra Mela in the 
town. On that occasion, they were organised under a capableand 
reliable captain, who was able to enforce discipline, and were doing 
most useful work in marshallingthe pilgrims in supplying them with 
water, in giving first aid to the sick and generally in helping thepolice. 
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To include social service within the daily routine of the students, 
there is a rule in the hostel that the inmates of each room will look 
after and serve the patients, if there be any in the hostel, by turn each 
day. They prepare medicine and diet with their own hands. Even the 
little ones do it. Each batch of workers notes the condition of the 
patients and the treatment given in a register for the guidance of the 
succeeding batch next day. The children take delight in the work; 
and some of them have shown skill and ability in selecting 
homeopathic and kaviraji medicines for particular illness. Two such 
students are entirely maintained by the school for their services which 
are utilised by the school for the distribution of medicine to outsiders 
as also for the treatment of the inmates of the hoste!. On an average, 
the number of outside patients in receipt of medicine annually from 
the school is about one thousand during the last six years. 


6. Hostel 


A residential school is our goal. But it can hardly be expected to 
be a completely accomplished fact in any place in Orissa where, owing 
to their straitened circumstances, many students would not be able to 
afford to live away from home; and there must be a number of day 
scholars from the locality where the school sits. The Satyabadi School 
Hostel is, however, the largest of all the boarding houses in Orissa. 
Of the 370 students of the school, 241 were boarders on 31 March, 
1918. 


The supply of accommodation to so many students by an infant, 
and yet struggling, institution has been possible by the adoption of a 
simpler and cheaper plan in the construction of houses which are 
nothing but spacious rooms with straw thatches and mud walls. A 
costlier construction for boarding purposes has been abandoned, not 
only on financial considerations but principally with a view to making 


the hostel system consistent with the general open air idea of the 
school. 


The object is to make the hostel life as simple as possible. Present 
hostels in palatial buildings are calculated to, and do actually, engender 
in our students a habit of luxury, and in consequence, most of them 
hate their own homes and look down upon their village people as 
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dirty and uncouth people. This habit of luxury has also another 
dangerous side. Most students that pass from our schools and colleges 
find themselves unable to make an eaming sufficient to meet the 
demands of luxury; and the result of this inability is too patent to be 
stated in clear terms. These points were explained to the Hon'ble Mr. 
Jennings, formerly Director of Public Instruction, Behar and Orissa, 
when he visited the school and he was pleased to look into every 
room of our hostel with the simplicity and orderliness of which he 
seemed to have been impressed. He observes: 


These (hoste!) blocks are of the simplest description. The 
Secretary wisely says that he does not wish the boys to be 
brought up in expensive surroundings which might only make them 
discontented with the conditions in which they are likely to pass 
their lives. 


The Satyabadi School aims at placing education within the reach 
of students that come from huts and hovels where, the organisers 
believe, the heart and genius of the nation lies hidden. The sudden 
transfer of such students from their homes to school and college 
hostels is certainly a big jump. The daily increase in the cost of 
education which has now become a cause of generalcomplaint would 
be greatly lessened, if simplicity with due regard to the mode of living 
and habits of our people were aimed at in our educational institutions. 


The inmates of our hostel, most of whom are poor and cannot 
afford to have nutritious food, live healthy and strong. The cases cf 
physical complaint are comparatively few. The statistics of illness 
for the last three years show that in 1915 the average was 4 percent 
daily; in 1916 it was 3; while in 1917 it has been 3.5. Last year, 
illness extending over three days never exceeded 0.3 percent daily 
on the average. Most cases of illness occur in a certain season of the 
year, especially from the middle of August to the end of October. At 
other seasons, for days together, no case of illness is to be found. 
During the last seven years there have been only two cases of death 
in the hostel. 


In all cases, ready measures are taken. In this connection, we 
cannot be too gratefulto our esteemed friend,Pandit Maguni Brahma, 
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Raj Kaviraj of Puri, who always helps us with soundadvice and costly 
medicines without remuneration. He also visits patients in the hostel 
gratis whenever required. The local Sub-Assistant Surgeon, Babu 
Hiralal Banerjee, deserves our sincere thanks for his ready response 
to our calls, always gratis. - 


The hostel has a code of rules. It will be seen there that, from 
early morning till 10 o' clock at night,the inmates have a succession 
of duties including their play and prayer. They have to clean their 
own rooms, to attend their sick friends and occasionally to cook their 
own food. Our border's daily routine of work is tight. He has to live 
under strict discipline.But we have to experience some difficulties 
on this score. 


7. Messing 


Messing in the hostel is private. It is managed by a board called 
the Mess Board, consisting of members elected by the student 
boarders. The voting is by ballot. The Mess Board elects 75 from 
among its members for the general conduct and control of the mess 
affairs. These again elect seven out of their number to form the 
Executive. The Mess Board chooses the President and one Secretary 
from among the teachers residing in the hostel. Detailed rules of the 
Mess and the Hostel are given in the Appendix. 


8. Carpentry 


The necessity of supplementing literary education with technical 
training was felt from thebeginning. But nothing could be done till 
last year. A Carpentry Class has been opened for nearly a year. There 
are five regular students in this class. They work six hours a day, 
both morning andafternoon. Other willing students also attend the 
class for only a period of 45 minutes a day. The teacher is a competent 
man, Carpenter by caste. Regular students are wholly maintained by 
theSchool, They are taught at night but in a way just to enable them 
to follow their class lessons as closely as possible. In America and 
other countries, poor students often earn their livelihood. by manual 
labourand enable them to study in schools. If that system could be 
successfully introduced in our public schools, it would no doubt help 
a good deal to spread education among our people most ofwhom are 
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poor. The maintenance of regular students in the carpentry class is an 
attempt in this direction. But we have still to wait for some time to 
see whether it will succeed. Almost all the almirahs,shelves and tables 
of the school were made in the Carpentry Class. The casket madeof 
sandalwoodwith the designs on it, which the School presented to his 
Honour Sir Edward Gait on the occasion ofhis visit to the school on 
April 27,1917, was prepared here. The Carpentry Class on the whole 
promisessuccess. 


9. Agriculture and Gardening 


Gardening was done as a part of school work even when it was 
an M.E. School. It was recently been extended. Lands measuring 
about 20 acreshave been acquired on lease and by purchase, and 
cultivation has been undertaken. A number of regular students, like 
those of the Carpentry Class, were received in this department as 
free students in 1917. But experience has shown that they cannot be 
maintained with advantage to the department and without detriment 
to their studies. So their number has been reduced to only two. The 
work is done mainly by hired labour under the supervision of an 
experienced agriculturist who works honorarily. Almost all the 
students of the school, however, at sometime or other,work in the 
school garden or on the fields. They dig earth, carry water, rear plants, 
reap corn and do all sorts of field work. The main object is to bring 
home to the boys the dignity of labour. Some of them have shown 
very genuine interest in what they do. In a certain season of the year 
the school garden sends out its products to the market after supplying 
the needs of the students in the hostel. 


In this connection, the support and encouragement given by the 
public spirited Zamindar, Chaudhuri Narahari Das of Bhingarpur, 
has to be thankfully acknowledged. He has given us possession of 12 
acres of land, for which a deed of lease will be registered shortly. 


10. Weaving Class 


This was opened as an experiment. Two local weavers trained at 
the Cuttack Weaving School under the auspices of the school were 
employed as teachers. But they did not prove successful, and for 
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want of a steady and reliable teacher the class is not working well 
and properly. 


11. School Bank and Store 


A Bank has been started for the last two years on cooperative 
principle. The students, teachers and others immediately connevted 
with the school are entitled to hold shares. The School itself and 
other corporate bodies under it, such as the Students'Association,the 
Mess Board, etc., may take shares. The Bank receives deposits, and 
advances loans to the shareholders. The amount of loan to each 
shareholder does not exceed, at one time, double the amount of his 
share money. The Bank also invests its money in a trading business 
known by the name of the Students' Store. Both the Bank and the 
Store are mainly managed by students under the supervision of a 
member of the teaching staff. On the whole, the business is yielding 
a good profit. 


Mr. N.K. Ray, Deputy Registrar of Cooperative Societies, Orissa 
Division, writes in his inspection remarks: 


Ihave much pleasure in recording my appreciation of the through 
manner in which the books are kept and of the keen interest displayed 
by the teachers in his management..* * 1 hope this bank will soon be 
registered under the Act. 


The Bank was originally designed occasionally to help with loan 
the students when in need and to give them a little business training. 
It would be a good thing if the Bank and the Store could supply all 
sorts of demand of the School and its members. But it will be some 
time yet before the business comes to such a state. 


]2. School Publications 


we 


Efforts are being made recently to publish books from the School. 
Forsome time to come they will be mostly text books and books of 
general use to children, to be collected from the class notes of our 


teachers on different subjects. Two such books have been published 
in January, 1918. 
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13. Literary Efforts and Associations 


The monthly Vernacular magazine, the Satyabadi, though not 
directly connected with the school, often lends its pages for the 
expression of the literary and educational! ideas of the School. But 
the students have a bilingual monthly literary magazine of their own, 
named the Banee, which they circulate among themselves in 
manuscript. The manuscripts are censored by a teacher before they 
are circulated. 


Slokanta is an old, useful, but now obsolete, institution in Orissa. 
It is a competition in recitation of Sanskrit verses in which each 
competing party takes the cue for his verse from the last letter of the 
verse of the other. It is this system which kept up in our villages the 
interest for Sanskrit learning among the people even in the dark period. 
An attempt has been made to revive the system among the students 
of the School. They take very keen interest in it and it is working 
successfully. Last year,there was a general competition in the whole 
school. It lasted over a fortnight for two hours a day. The Fifth and 
Second Classes rose to the final competition in the whole school. It 
lasted over a fortnight for two hours a day. The Fifth and Second 
Classes rose to the final competition in which the latter won after a 
keen, doubtful contest, and was presented by. the Saraswati Fakir 
Mohan Senapati, the octogenarian poet and novelist of Orissa, a crown 
specially designed for the purpose and prepared in free Carpentry 
Class of the School. 


The school has three important Associations: 


i. The Young Men's Association, which was originally started 
as a Branch of the Centra! Young Utka! Association in Cuttack and 
still considers to be its branch, though the connectionis not very potent 
and persistent. This Association is purely of literary and academic 
character.Essay writing, debate and discussion on a particular subject 
are its principal work, theAssociation has two branches. In the Junior 
Branch students below the Fourth Class aremembers. Those ofthe 
four higher classes form the Senior Branch. The two branchesmeet 
together once in a month. 
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ii. The Historical Society is an association of a select number 
of students whotakeinterest in the study of history. Attempt is made 
to foster in them a spirit ofresearch. The subjects of discussion are 
purely historical including those on custom, tradition, folklore etc., 
prevailing in particular localities which the students have occasion 
to see and examine. 


iii. The Kulasammilana, or, the Assembly of the Students and 
Teachers Resident in the Hostel, holds its sittings every Saturday 
with a view to bringing about an intimate intercourse among the 
inmates of the hostel. Conversations are held, speeches made and 
sometimes useful extracts from books and magazines read. 


Each of these Associations is presided over by a teacher. 


In*this connection, mention should be made of an informal 
gathering of the students and teachers, going by the name ofL'allegro 
Club. This Club meets once a month and affords a very good occasion 
for literary pastime between the teachers and students. Poems and 
easy essays, not previously set, are read and passages from known 
authors recited.Much of the function lends itself to the expressionof 
innocent humour. The Club is winning popularity and working with 
much success. It is this club which has awarded the Crown for 
competition in Slokanta, spoken of above, as also a Shield 
forcompetition in the country sport, popularly knownas Dudu. 


14. Excursions 


Occasional excursions to places of interest are undertaken as a 
necessary supplement to the physical, intellectual and moral training 
given in the school. Almost all students join these pedestrian 
campaigns. An excursion takes over a week. The places hitherto visited 
are Bhubaneswar, Khandgiri, Dhauli, Konark (the Black Pagoda), 
Khurda, Barunai, the hot springs at Baghmari and Fategar, 
Khandapara (the birth place of the late lamented Mahamahopadhyaya 
Chandra SekharSamanta, the oriental Astronomer of the last century), 
the Brass Industry of Kantilo, Nilamadhaba, and some other localities 
of less note. The students with teachers occasionally march from 
Sakhigopal to Puri, a distance of about 12 miles, for a sea bath in a 
party. These occasional diversions are resorted to as healthy 
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recreations to break the monotony of a routine life and to give 
opportunity to the children's minds to come in direct contact with 
Nature in a freer and more cheerful mood of life; for, while on 
excursion, the boys are quite free in their work and movements, though 
the guardian eye of their teacher companions never fails to watch 
them at a distance. They sing, swim, play, wrestle, run and do all 
sorts of merry movements. A boy once broke his leg by a fall and had 
to be taken by the teachers to a hospital at a distance offorty miles 
from the place of occurrence. But the whole party passed on 
unaffected. The boy was cured under proper treatment in about a 
month. 


15. Our Ex-Students 


A register is kept of the students who pass from the school. In it 
is noted the progress of the student in education, if he is in college or 
any other educational institution. The object is to watch their whole 
future career. They are advised to keep correspondence with the school 
authorities so that with their passage from school, they may not cease 
their touch with it. They are invited to join all important occasions 
and festivals of the school, which most of them gladly do. 


THE LIBRARY 


Although our efforts are always to minimisé the cost of education, 
we are conscious of the fact that real efficiency in education cannot 
be secured without a good library. Before the destruction of the school 
house by fire we had made a decent collection of books which had 
many rare volumes. Unfortunately, they were destroyed.Our present 
library represents our effort in this direction only for the last six years. 
The workers have given all their books to it. Almost all the 
distinguished authors of Orissa, and a few in other parts of India, 
have favoured us with their works. We have also to acknowledge the 
contributions of many other friends from time to time. The names of 
Babus DasarathiSurdeo, Jagabandhu Sinha, Abhay Prasad Das, 
NimaiCharanChaupatnaik and Narayan Prasad Mahanti deserve 
special mention. We owe it to the generosity of Babu DasarathiSurdeo 
that we could get a set of the 11th edition of the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica in India paper for only Rs. 105. 
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In our expenditure on this head we are almost lavish. The 
Departmental authorities have appreciated this to our credit. Mr. W. 
V. Duke, Inspector of Schools, writes in 1916: 


The library now contains 1623 books * * an increase of 198 
books in twelve months which is very satisfactory. * * 1 am 
exceedingly pleased to see that the school authorities appreciate the 
importance of a school having a good library. After all, when one 
comes to essentials, a school consists of its staff and its library. 


We have adopted the class Library system. The Class Teacher is 
in charge of the library of his class. He not only issues and receives 
back the books, but cursorily examines the student at the timeof the 
returning of the loan, and enforces finishing its reading in a fixed 
time. The system is working well and has been appreciated by Mr. 
W. V. Duke is his remark when he says: 


Each of the first five classes now has its own Class Library, 
issue register; catalogue etc., in charge of the Class Teacher. * * 
Special hours have been appointed for the issue of books and a 
code of rules has been drafted. * * 1021 books have been issued to 
the boys * *, a tribute to the value of class libraries. 


During the last six years Rs. 3237-12-10 has been spent in the 
purchase of books. There are now 2388 volumes, worth over Rs. 
6,000. 


In this connection, as closely connected with it, is to be mentioned 
the Reading Room, where members meet from 7 to 9 in the evening. 
There are daily. and weekly papers and periodicals in the Reading 
Room in English, Oriya, Bengalee and Sanskrit. Many of these the 
Editors and Managers are giving us gratis, for which we cannot be 
too thankful to them. Besides the many papers of Orissa, and some 
from the outside supplied gratis for a time, prominent mention may 
be given to the Modern World, the Vedic Magazine, the Grihasta, the 
Navya Bharat and the Collegian. 


THE BUILDINGS 


Believing as we do in the efficacy of the open air system, it 
would not look well to impress upon the public the necessity 
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ofabuilding for a school. If we were free and had not to comply with 
the requisitions of the University, we could have been saved from much 
trouble and expense for our building. Authorities, who appreciated 
our open air system, have expressed their regret "that the new building 
necessitated by the recent affiliation (recognition) of the school to the 
University should be of a character so different to the remainder of the 
School." "If the authorities (of the school) had anticipated the chorus 
of approval which their project has elicited from inspecting officers, 
they would have devised a school house which could have been 
completed by now with the outlay already made and which would 
have sheltered the boys without depriving them of air. The scheme has 
advanced too far now to be altered." As is seen in these two extracts, 
Dr. Lancaster and Mr. McCombe have fully realised our difficulties, 
which we would not have encountered, if we were free in our action. 
Nevertheless, the building is still incomplete. In the ground floor the 
plastering and the veranda have still to be done. This will cost about 
Six to seven thousand rupees. The upper story which is in our original 
plan will require another Rs. 12,000. 


FINANCE 


An accurate detailed account of the finances of the School would 
include the expenses incurred on account of the education of its 
workers, which, for obvious reasons, cannot be given; and also the 
amount spent in establishing the Middle English School before the 
school house was destroyed by fire. But the old papers of the school 
have been burnt by the fire. The statements given in the Appendix, 
showing the income and expenditure of the school, relate to the period 
from the 22nd March, 1912, i.e., immediately after the fire, to the 
31st March, 1918. 


Besides cash contributions, the school has received help in shape 
of timber for its buildings, furniture, and books. We will always 
gratefully remember the help rendered to the school by BabuJagannath 
Rao, who secured from the Raja of Baud a good number of timbers 
for our building. This help not only saved us from much expense and 
trouble but expedited the building work. In this connection, we have 
to mention also the names of Mr. A. Mea of Mayurbhanja, Babu 
NarahariMisra, and Rai Bahadur Sudamcharan Naik. 
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Acknowledgments 


We have to be grateful to everyone who has helped our cause 
not only with funds or materials but also with their advice and 
2ncouragement. In the moments of despondency and despair we had 
friends to stand by us; and their moral support will always be valued 
with grateful recollections. To all, high and low, who have helped us 
even with a small handful of rice or with a kind word of appreciation, 
by all such unremembered acts of a noble and overflowing soul, our 
sincerest thanks are due. Theschool has its patrons and friends, 
supporters and admirers, but for whose kindness and sympathy it 
would not have come to its present state of stability and permanence. 
The late lamented Pandit RamaballavMisra, District Magistrate, Puri, 
is ever enshrined in our hearts for the deep personal interest he took 
in the welfare of this Institution. The late Rai Bahadur Madhusudan 
Rao, in whom Orissa has lost a devout éducationist and poet, visited 
Satyabadi just after the destruction of the school house by fire to 
preside over the District Educational Conference. His words of 
encouragement on the occasion kindled our despondent hearts with 
hope and faith. He said: 


* * Some sacrificing and patriotic young men have set up a school 
here (at Satyabadi). I bow down my head before that Institution which 
I consider to be a noble example of self-sacrifice and burning faith; 
and I hope it will stand as a temple of learning for the advancement 
and edification of our people. 


The Departmental authorities have always been kind and 
sympathetic to us. Their appreciation of our educational ideas and 
aspirations has been of incalculable value to the school. The names 
of the Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Jennings, Mr J. Maclean, Mr. R. McCombe, 
Mr. A. G. Heefke and Mr. W. V. Duke; wherall visited the School, 
have to be gratefully noted in this connection. 


Our open air system commended itself remarkably to Dr. A. 
Lancaster, MOD. (London), who visited the school in connection with 
his Inquiry into Tuberculosis on deputation under the Government of 
India. His appreciation will always be our support in our endeavour 
for a wider expansion of the system. 
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To distinguished educationists like Dr. Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, 
Sir AsutoshMpokherjee, Dr. Suresh Prasad Sarbadhikari, Prof. J. N. 
Das Gupta, Mr. R. Shaw, and Prof. Jogesh Chandra Rai.Rai Bahadur 
we cannot be too grateful for their visits, which have been a constant 
source of inspiration to us. 


The School obtained permanent recognition from the Calcutta 
University during the Vice-Chancellorship of Dr. Deba Prasad 
Sarbadhikari, who, even after the connection of the school with that 
University has ceased, evinces a deep abiding interest it its welfare 
and improvement. We always look upon him for advice and hope to 
have his cooperation in the future development of our educational 
scheme. 


Local officers like Dr. Pulypacca, Civil Surgeon, Puri; Mr. P.P. 
Dixon, the late District Magistrate; Mr. Sakhi Chand, Superintendent 
of Police; and Mr. M. K. Deb, formerly Collector of Puri also honoured 
the school with their visits. 


Our distinguished countryman, Sir K. G. Gupta encouraged us 
by his kind presence in our midst and helped us with his valuable 
suggestions. 


The most important occasion in the life of this young institution 
was the august visit of his Honour Sir EdwardGait, with the Hon'ble 
Mr. MacPherson and Private Secretary, Mr. Drake. It is needless to 
say that the institution has profited by this visit; and we are deeply 
indebted to his Honour for the interest he has been taking in the School 
since then. 


The Rajas of Chikati, Tekkali, Dharakota andManijussa and the 
Chiefs of Dhenkanal and Barambahave also graced the school with 
their visits. 

We are much indebted to Mahanta GadadharRamanuj Das of 
the Emar Math who was our first substantial donor and hut for whose 
kind intervention our difficulty in connection with the lease of the 
school land could not have been easily overcome. 


We are very thankful to our friends, Mr. Manin and Habu Arjun 
Bhuyan of Mayurbhanja service for their expert advice and hefp which 
they always gave us ungrudgingly in our construction worl. 
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We count upon our Grand Old Man, the Hon'ble Mr. M. S. Das, 
C.1. E., as one among us for the keen and sincere interest he always 
takes in our humble endeavour.Inspite of his old age and many 
pressing engagements he has never failed to respond to our call to 
come to Satyabadi whenever we needed his presence. 


Among our friends and patrons prominent mention may be given 
to the names of 


Raja of Parlakimedi Babu Jagannath Rao 

Raja of Chikati Babu Arjun Bhuyan 

The Hon'ble Raja of Kanika Rai Rajkishore Das Bahadur 
Rani of Paikpara Babu Bihari Ota 

Raja of Tekkali RaiSaheb GourishyamMahanti 
Raja of Dharakota Babu Jagabandhu Sinha 
Mahant of Emar BabuRadhashyamMahanti 
Mahant of Radhakant BabuSrish Chandra Ghose 
Raja of Manjussa BabuDivyasinhaMisra 

Raja of Madhupur BabuPitabas Patnaik 

Babu Harihara Panda Babu Gopal Chandra Paharaj 
Babu SribatsaPanda BabuMichhuMisra 


Rai SudamCharan Naik Bahadur Babu Phakirmohan Senapati 
The Hon'ble Babu Braja Sundar Das Babu Sankar Prasad Misra 
Babu Gopinath Das (Sambalpur) 
Babu Sasibhusan Rath Babu T. K. Majumdar 
Last, but not the least, are due cur heartfelt gratitude and loyal 


devotion to the Utkal Union Conference for its sympathetic 


appreciation and for the pecuniary help raised in its Puri Session in 
1913. The amount received from the small collections made on the 
spot and from donations signed on the occasioncame up to Rs. 2860.4. 


THE FUTURE 


| The Satyabadi School is neither local nor denominational in its 
aim and character. In its main guiding principle is recognised the 
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necessity of universal education for all men, as has already been 
indicated. The School is but the beginning of a wide educational 
movement which the organisers had conceived long before the school 
was started. Now that the School has been permanently recognised 
by the University, it is thought that the time has come to take the next 
step, in spite of the many needs which have yet to be satisfied for the 
complete success of the school itself. The school has not yet passed 
the stage of experiment. Many of our ideas are still to materialise and 
await practical solution. We are always alive to the many reforms 
and improvements that are taking place in the educational world. A 
living and active institution would naturally be anxious to benefit by 
them. But the school is not to be regarded as an isolated individual 
work. It is only a link, the initial link, of a long chain which is to be 
worked up gradually. The school would serve not a very useful purpose 
by itself, unless it is followed by other educational institutions on 
similar lines. It is hoped that other educated young men of thought 
and energy will come forward to work for the cause of education ina 
spirit of sacrifice; and in course of time some of the students, who 
have been in this school for some years, will be actuated by the ideal 
of their teachers, so that there would be a net-work of schools in the 
country within a measurable distance of time. 


The important thing to be done to inaugurate a movement of this 
kind is a well constituted organisation of wealth, education and 
character.Jt is now proposed to start such an organisation under the 
name of The Universal Education League. The main object will be to 
supplement Government efforts to educate our people by starting 
schools and colleges at places where they are needed. The League 
will have two classes of members- Senior and Junior. The senior 
class would consist of Patrons Associates and Life members. These 
will elect from among themselves a number of persons to form a 
Council; and the Council will again elect a smaller number from 
among its members to be the Governing Body. The junior members 
who will necessarily be students will be trained by the League whose 
cause they will have to serve when they complete their education. 
For the present, the first thing which the League should do for the 
accomplishment of its object is to start a College at some convenient 
centre. When that is done the establishment of schools in the country 
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will be easier than now. For the College may be a constant source of 
supply of workers for carrying on the work. Thus the League will 
have a number of educational institutions under its management, and 
the Satyabadi School will be the first to be placed under it. The success 
of the movement mainly depends upon the number of Life members 
and the zeal and sacrifice with which they work, in the proposed 
League and in its Council and Governing Body, sufficient provision 
will have to be made for the power and privilege, as well as for the 
control and supervision of the work, of the Life members. 


Persons, who give a minimum donation, say of Rs. 600, or a 
minimum annual subscription, say ofRs. 120, will be Patrons. Persons 
of high education may be taken as Associates for the service they 
will render to the Movement by their expert opinion and advice 
although they may not make any pecuniary contribution, or may not 
serve as life members. 


Life members are the principal workers of the League. Their 
qualification and pay will be fixed, and the condition of their 
admission and service determined before they join the work. There 
will be two grades of service for the Life members. For the Higher 
grade the Degree of a University is the qualification necessary. In the 
Lower grade a Life member will be an Undergraduate, or a lower 
educational qualification, subject to the approval of the Board of the 
Higher Life members and final sanction of the Council. A member of 
the Lower grade may be taken into the higher grade, if the Board of 
Life members and the Council are satisfied that such promotion is 


desirable and necessary in consideration of his higher attainments 
and past services. 


Although the object of the League is to undertake education of 
all sorts, general and technical, collegiate, secondary and primary, 
for the present, it will have to confine its activities down to Middle 
Schools only. It should, however, be the duty of the League to set up 
Primary, Industrial and Technical Schools as far as practicable.But 
until a sufficiently large number of such institutions are started, no 
comprehensive scheme for their administration need be framed. For 
the present, each Middle School under the League will have a Society 
of Patrons and Workers of its own who will elect at least one member 
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of the League. The qualifications for these Patrons need not be the 
same as those for the Patrons of the League. 


An intending Life member of any grade will have to serve a 
period of probation before he is finally admitted on the 
recommendation of the Board of Life members. Some of these details 
have been settled in the case of the Life members of the Satyabadi 
School where the Undergraduate Life members, in view of their zeal, 
experience, and devotion, are treated on equal footing with the 
Graduate Life Members,in the matter of voting and consultation. 


The Scale of remuneration of the Graduate Life members is as 
follows. It is, however, the maximum. 


Masters - Rs. 60 
Bachelors - Rs. 50 


Their lives will he insured for Rs. 2,000; and after twenty years 
of service, when they will be free to retire, each will gethalf his pay 
as pension. The present scale of remuneration of the Life members 
of the Satyabadi School has been finally fixed and will be given effect 
to from April, 1918. 


Here has been indicated but a skeleton of the scheme. Fuller 
details will be settled when the organization is undertaken. 


Education is the crying need of the country. People in Orissa 
have also come to realise this full well. The large sacrifices, that are 
made in other provinces, both personal and pecuniary, in the interests 
of education, have, it is hoped,roused the wealthy and educated people 
of Orissa to a sense of duty to their country. It is believed that the 
presentation of the scheme at this moment will not be considered 
premature. But it means a call to our educated youths - the call of the 
country for more light. A ready offer of life-long service is the only 
response that Orissa expects of her patriotic youths. 
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Gopabandhu considered education as the foundation of 
the civilization of humankind.To him, higher education 
should be accessible to everyone and not merely to 
those that can afford it, since ability and talent are not 
confined to the better-off. He believed that those who, 
for whatever difficulty, have dropped out of school, 
should be given a year's training in a wide variety of 
subjects to train them to become useful activists of rural 
society,Indeed, Gopabandhu's advocacy is relevant for 
all linguistic regional groups, and for the present as well 
asthe past. 


Nilakantha Rath, Hon. Fellow, Indian School of Political 
Economy, Pune. 


Basanta Kumar Panda is a literary critic and linguist. 
At’ present, he is Director, Centre of Excellence for 
Studies in Classical Odia, Government of India. Formerly 
he was Professor of Odia, Regional Institute of 
Education (NCERT) and Gopabandhu Research Chair 
Professor, KISS deemed to be University. 


Aditya Nayak is a trainee journalist at The Sambad, 
Bhubaneswar. He has translated into English two 
critical essays in Odia, which have been included in a 
volume to be brought out by Routledge. His English 
translation of Jalandhar Dev's Fragments of a Diary has 
been published by Centre of Asian Studies, Bubaneswar. 
His English translation of Gopinath Mohanty's 
Utkalamani(The Gem of Utkal) has been accepted by 
Odisha Sahitya Academy for publication. 
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